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TO MOM, DAD, RE, SCOTT, AND PATRICK 




SEPTEMBER 


Tuesday 

Erst of all, let me ^et Somethihg straight-' This 
is a JOURNAL, hot a diary. X khow what it 
says oh the cover, tot wheh Mom weht out to 

tty this tKihg I SPECIFICALLY told Ur to 

^et ohe that didh t say diary oh it. 


Great. All X heed is for Some jerk to catch me 



The other thihg X waht to clear u^> right awa' 
is that this WAS MOMs idea, hot mihe. 


But if she thihks X m goihg to write dowh my 
"feelihgs" ih here or whatever, she's crazy. So 
just doht expect me to te all Pear Piary this 
ahd Pear Piary that. 



Xhe ohly reasoh X agreed to do this at all is 
because X figure later oh wheh X'r> rich ahd 
■famous, X II have better thihgs to do thah 
ahswer peoples stupid ^uestiohs all day lohg. So 
this book is gohha come ih hahdy. 



Like X said, X"II be famous ohe day, but for how 
Xm Stuck ih mddle school with a buhch of morohs. 


, MORONS \ 



Let me just say -for the record that X think 
middle school is the dumbest idea ever invented- 
You got kids like me who haven’t Kit their 
growth spurt yet mixed in with these gorillas who 
need to shave twice a day. 



And then they wonder why bullying is such a big 
problem in ruddle school. 


Xf;t was up to me, grade levels would be based 
on height, not age. But then again, X guess 
that would mean kids like Chirag Gupta would 
still be in the -first grade. 




Today is the first day of scKool, and rigKt now 
were just waiting around for tke teacKer to Kur 
uy and finisK tKe seating cKart. So X -figured X 
migKt as well write in tK<s took to ^>ass tKe time. 


By tKe way, let me give you Some good advice. On 
+He first day of scKool, you got to te real careful 
wKere you sit. You walk in+o tKe classroom and just 
^>lunk your stuff down on any old desk and tKe 
next tKing you know tKe teacKer is saying— 



So in tKis class, X got stuck witK CKris Hosey in 
front of me and Lionel James in tack of me. 






Jasoh Brill came !h la+e ahd almost Sd+ +o my 
rigK+, bo+ luckily X s-tapped +ha+ •from Ha^pevW^ 
a+ -+He Iasi Secohd. 


IS THIS 
SEAT 
TAKEN? 



m 



\''lex+ period, X sHoold jus+ si+ ih +he middle of a 
kuhck\ of ho+ ^irls as sooh as I s+e^> ih +he 
room. Bo+ X ^uess if X do +ha+, i+ juS+ proves 
X didri+ learh ariy+hih^ from las+ year. 


'GREG, WILL 
YOU PLEASE 
PASS THIS 
NOTE TO 
V SHELLY? Y 


WHY ' 
CERTAINLY* 

. HEH, HER j 


Mah, X doh + khow WWAT is uy> wi+h girls +hese 
days. X+ used +o be a whole lo+ simpler back ih 
elemeh+ary school. Xhe deal was, if you were +he 
■fas+es+ ruhher ih your class, you go+ all +he girls. 

Arid ih +he ■fifth grade, +he fas+es+ ruhher was 



Nowadays, i+s a whole lo+ ntore com^lica+ed. Mow 
i+s atou+ +he kihd of clo+hes you wear or how 
rich you are or if you have a cv+e bu-H or wha+ever. 
Ahd kids like Rohhie McCoy are scra+chihg their 
heads wohderihg what the heck ha^ehed. 

Xhe most ^o^ular toy ih ry grade is Bryce 
Ahdersoh. Xhe +hihg that really s+ihks is that 
X have ALWAYS beeh ihto girls, but kids like 
Bryce have ohly cor* arouhd ih the last couple 
of years. 


X remember how Bryce used +o ac+ back ih 
elemeh+ary school. 

I DON'T THINK' 
GIRLS ARE 
STINKY POOS! 



Bu+ of course how X doh + ^e+ ahy credii for 
S+ickihg wi+h +he girls all +his +ime. 


Like X Said, Bryce is +he mos+ popular kid ih our 
grade, so +ha+ leaves all +he res+ of us guys 
scramblihg for +he o+her spo+s. 

Xhe bes+ X cah figure is +ha+ X m somewhere 
arouhd 52hd or 53rd mos+ popular +his year. 
Bu+ +he good hews is +ha+ X m abou+ +0 move 
up ohe Spo+ because Charlie PaVies is above me, 
ahd hes ge++ihg his braces hex+ week. 


X -try +o explain all +Kis popularity sW-f +o my 
■friend Rowley (wKo is probably Kovering r^K+ 
around +Ke 150 mark, by +Ke way), birt X +Kink 
i+ just ^oes in one ear and out +He o+Ker wi+K Kim. 



Vlednesday 

X>day we Kad PKys X-d, so +Ke first +Kin^ X 
did wKen X 30 + outside was sneak off +0 tKe 
basketball court +0 see if tKe CKeese was still 
tKere. And sore enou<jK, it was. 









That piece of Cheese has beeh si+tih^ oh the 
blacktop sihce last Sprihg. X guess it muS+’ve 
droned oo+ of someohes sahdwich or some+hihg. 
After a couple of days, the Cheese started ge+tihg 
all noldy ahd hasty. Nlobody would play basketball oh 
the court where the Cheese was, eVeh though that 
was the ohly court that had a hoop with a het. 


Theh ohe day, this kid haned Parreh Vialsh 
touched the Cheese with his -flhger, ahd thats 
what started this thlhg called the Cheese ‘Touch. 
Xts basically like the Cooties. Xf you get the 
Cheese Touch, you’re stuck with it uhtil you 
pass it oh to someohe else. 



The ohly way to protect yourself from the 
Cheese Touch is to cross your 




But It's not that easy remembering to keep your 
fingers crossed every moment of the day. X ended 
up -taping mine together so they d stay crossed 
all the time. X 30+ a P in handwriting, but it 
was totally worth it. 

"This one kid named Abe Hall got the Cheese 
"Touch in April, and nobody would even come near 
him for the rest of the year. "This summer Abe 
moved away to California and took the Cheese 
"Touch with h in. 

X just hope someone doesnt start the Cheese 
"Touch up again, because X dont need that kind 
of stress in my life anymore. 

"Thursday 

Xm having a seriously hard time getting used 
to the -fact that Summer is over and X have to 
get out 0/ bed every morning to go to school. 

My summer did not exactly get off to a great 
start, thanks to my older brother Rodrick. 
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A couple of days into Supipier Vacation, Rodrick 
woke rie up in tke niddle of tke nl^kt. He told 
p« X slept tkrougk tke wkole summer, but tkat 
luckily X woke up just in time for tke first 
day of sckool. 



You mi^kt tkink X was pretty dumb for falling 
for tk«t one, but Rodrick was dressed up in kis 
sck ool do+kes and ke set my alarpi clock akead to 
piake i+ look like it was tke mornn^. Plus, ke 
closed my curtains So X couldn't see tkat f+ was 
still dark out. 


After Rodrick woke pie up, X just 30+ dressed and 
went downstairs to piake myself sopic breakfast, 
like X do every morning on a sckool day. 


11 



£>u+ X ^uess X mus+ Kave made a f>re-Hy bi^ 
racked because +Ke hex+ +Kih^ X khew, Pad was 
dowhs+airs, yellih^ a+ me for ea+ihg CKeerios a+ 
3-00 ih +Ke morhihg. 



X+ +ook me a mhu+e +o figure oui wKa+ +Ke Keck 
was goihg oh. 

Akter X did, X +old Pad +Ka+ Rodrick Kad 
flayed a +rick oh me, ahd WE was +Ke ohe +Ka+ 
sKould be ge+tihg yelled a+. 

Pad walked dowh +o +Ke basemeh+ +o cKew 
Rodrick ou+, ahd X tagged alohg. X couldh’+ 
wai+ +o see Rodrick ge+ wKa+ was comihg +o Kim. 


12 


B>u+ Rod nek covered up Kis -tracks pretty good. 
Arid to +K.s day, I’m sure Pad tKinks I’ve 
got a screw loose or something. 



Friday 

"Today at scfiool we got assigned to reading groups. 


IKey dont come rigbit out and tell vou ifi 
yourt in tKe Gifited group or tKe F-asy group, 
but you cah -figure it out right away by looking 
at the covers of the books they hand out. 



13 




X was pretty disappointed to 6nd out X got 
put in tHe Gifted group, because tHat just means 
a lot of extra work. 


VJKen they did the screening at the end of Iasi 
year, X did my best +0 make Sure X got put in 
the 6-asy group -+Kis year. 



Mom is real tight with our principal, so Xll bet 
she stepped in and made sure X got put in the 
Gifted group again. 

Mom is always Saying Xm a smart kid, tut that 
X just don’t "apply” myself. 




But if there s one thing X learned •from Rod rick, 
i+s +o set people s expectations real low so you 
end up surprising them t>y practically doing 
nothing at all. 


RODRICK, I WANT YOUR 
DIRTY UNDERWEAR OFF 
THE KITCHEN TABLE 
BEFORE I GET HOME 
FROM WORK. 


GRUNT 



Actually, x m kind of ^lad my j>lan +o ^et ^>ut 
ih the E-asy grouj> didht work. 


X saw a cookie of the "Bink Says Boo' kids 
holding their kooks upside down, and X don’t 
think they were joking. 


Saturday 

Vlell, the first week of school is finally over, so 
today X slcp+ in. 


Most kids wake u^» early on Saturday to watch 
cartoons or whatever, hut not me. The only reason 
X get out of hed at all on weekends is because 
eventually, X cant stand the taste of my own 
breath anymore. 
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Unfortunately, Pad wakes up at 6-00 in the 
morning no matter WHAT day of the week i+ 
is, and he is not real considerate of the /act 
that X an trying +o enjoy my Saturday like 
a normal person. 



X didn’t have anything to do -today so X just 
headed up +o Rowleys house. 


Rowley is technically my test friend, but that is 
definitely Subject to change. 


X’ve been avoiding Rowley since the first day of 
school, when he did Something that really 
annoyed me. 



Vie were ge-Hihg our s+uff fror\ our lockers al¬ 
ike ehd of ike Any, ahd Rowley car* op io r* 
ahd said— 

/WANT TO COME over/ 

TO MY HOUSE AND 

V plAaYyy? J 



X kaVe +old Rowley ai leasi a killioh iimes ikai 
how ikai were ih riddle sckool, yoore supposed 
•to Say kahg oui, hoi pi ay. bui ho maiier 
kow mahy hoodies X give kin, ke always kor^eis 
ike hexi iine. 


Xve keeh iryihg +o ke a lo+ more care-fol akoui 
my image ever sihce X goi io middle sckool. bui 
kavihg Rowley aroohd is de-fihiiely ho+ kelpihg. 



X me+ Rowley a few years ago wken ke moved 
in+o my neigktorkood. 


His mom tougk-t Kim +kis took called H°* +o 
Make Friends in Hew Places," and ke came -to 



X guess X kind of fel-t sorry for Rowley, and X 
decided +o -take Kim under my wing. 

X+s teen grea-t kaving kin> around, mos+ly tecause 
X ge+ -to use all +ke -tricks Rodrick ^>ulls on ME. 
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Viow X Said X ^>lay all sor+s of ^>rahks 
oh Rowley? Vlell, X have a L++le tro+her hamed 
Mahly, ahd X could NEVER ^e+ awa^ Wi+K 

^ullih^ ary of +Ka+ S+uff oh Kin. 

Morn ahd Pad pro+ec+ Mahhy like he s a ^rihce or 
some+hih^. Ahd he hever <je+s ih +roukle, eveh if 
Vie really deserves i+. 

Yes+erda^, Mahry drew a sel/-^>or+rai+ oh mv 
bedroom door ih ^ernahehi marker. X +Viou^n+ 
Mom ahd Pad were really goihg +o !e+ him have 
i+, i>u+ as usual, X was wroh<j. 


Mohda^ 
You khow 
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£>u+ +be +bihg +K«+ bu<js me +be moS+ aboui 
Mahhy is -fbe hickhame be b« (or me. VJbeh Ke 
was a baby, be cooljhi prohoohce "bro+ber," 
so be s+ar+ed calling me "Bobby." A^d be 
STILL calls me +ba-t how, eVeh +boo^b I keep 


■tryihg +o ^e+ Mom and Pad +o make blm s+op. 


Luckily hohe o( my friehds b«ve foohd ov+ ye+, 
bo+ believe me, X baVe bad some really close calls. 


[Happy 


KEY, THIS ONE 
SAYS ITS TO 
"BUBBYT 




Mom makes me kelp Manny ge+ ready for sckool in 
+ke morning. Af+er I make Manny kis breakfas+, 
ke carries kis cereal bowl in+o +kc famly room and 
si+s on kis plastic po-tty. 



A^d wken i+’s +ime for kim +o go +o day care, ke 
ge+s up and dumps wka+ever ke didn + ea+ r.gk+ in 


0 OMP 



+ke +oile+. 


Mom is always ge-Hing on me a tout not finiskin<j 
my breakfast. But if ske k«d +o Scrape corn 
■flakes out of +ke fco-Hom of a plastic potty 
every morning, ske wouldnt kave muck of an 
appetite eitker. 


Z3 



Tuesday 

X dont know i f X mentioned this before, but X 
art SUPER good at video games. X II bet X 
could beat anyone in my grade Kead-to-head. 

Unfortunately, Pad does not exactly appreciate 
my skills. Hes alwa 
ou+ and doing sometHing active. 


vs getting on me about going 


So tonight after dinner when Pad started 
hassling me about going outside, X tried +o 
explain how with Video games, you can play shorts 
like football and soccer, and you dont even get all 
hot and sweaty. 



2*t 





X" Sure Pad would dismaMle my ^ame sys+em 
if he could figure ou+ how +o do i+. £>u+ luckily, 
+he people who make +hese -things make +hem 
paretvf—proo-f. 







E-Very time Pad kicks me out of the house to do 
Something sporty, X just 30 up +0 Rowley s and 
play my Video games there. 

Unfortunately, the only games X can play at 
Rowley s are car-racing games and Stuff like that. 


Because whenever X bring a game up +0 Rowleys 
house, his dad looks it up on some parents* Vleb 
site. And if my game has ANY kind of fighting 
or Violence in it, he wont let us play. 



X m getting a little sick of playing Formula One 
Racing with Rowley, because he's not a serious 
gamer like me. All that you have to do to beat 
Rowley is name your car something ridiculous at 
the beginning of the game. 
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And +nen when you pass Rowleys car, ke jus+ 
■falls +o pieces. 



Anyway, after X 30+ done mopping +ke floor 
with Rowley today, X beaded kome. X ran 
tkrou^k tke nei^ntors sprinkler a couple -times +0 
make i+ look like X was all sweaty, and +ka-t 
seemed +0 do +ke -trick for Pad. 





Bo+ my -trick kind of tack-fired, tecaose as soon 
as Mom saw me, she made me go o^s+airs and 
-t-ake a shower. 


X guess Pad mus+ have teen pre-Hy ha^y wi+h 
himself for making me go oirtside yes+erday, 
tecaose he did i+ again ioday. 


X+s ge-HIng really annoying +o have +o go oj> +o 
Rowleys every +ime X wan+ +o ^lay a Video game. 
"There s +Kis weird kid named Fregley who lives 
halfway te+ween my house and Rowleys, and 
Fregley Is always Ranging oo+ in his froni yard. 
So iFs pre+-ty hard +o avoid h>m. 
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Fregley is in my PKys F-d class a+ school, and Ke 
Kas +Kis wKole made-up lan^ua^e. Like wKen Ke 
needs +o 30 +Ke ka+Kroom, Ke says— 



- ^~T 

Us kids KaVe pre++y mucK /inured Fre^ley ou+ ky 
now, ku+ I doni +Kink +Ke -teacKers Kave really 
cau^K+ on ye+. 



"Today, X prokakly would KaVe ^one up +o Rowleys 
on ny own anyway, kecause my kro+Ker Rodr<k 
and Kis kand were practicing down in tKe kasement. 


2<i 



Rodrick s badd is REALLY awful, add X cad'+ 

S+add beid<j hone whed -they re haVid^ rehearsals. 

His badd is called Loaded Piaper," odl^ i+s 
Spelled "Loded Piper" od Rodrick's Vad. 

You nigh+ ihidk he spelled i+ +ha+ way +o make i+ 
look cooler, tx/+ X be+ if you -fold Rodrick how 
Loaded Piaper" is really spelled, i+ would be dews 
+o hid*. 

LODEDI 

Pad was a^aidst +he idea of Rodrick s+ar+id^ a 
badd, bu+ Mon was all for i+. 

She's +he ode who bou^h+ Rodrick his firs+ 
drun se+. 



30 





X +hink Mom h«s +his idea +ha+ were all goin^ 

+0 learn +o play ins+rumen+s and -then become one 



Pad really ha+es heavy me+al, and +ha+s +he 
kind of music Rodr<k and his band play. X don+ 
-+hi»nk Mom really cares wha-t- Rodrick plays or lis+ens 
+o, because +o her, all music is +he same. Xh 


fac+, earlier -today, Rodrick was listening to one 
of his CPs in the ■family room, and Mom came in 
and started dancing* 




Thai really tugged Rod rick, so He drove off +o 
+He s+ore and came tack fifteen minu+es la+er 
w.+H some HeadpHones. And +Ha+ pre++y mucH 
+ook care of +He problem. 



Yes+erday Rodrick 30+ a new Heavy me+al CD, 
and i+ Had one of +Hose Paren+al VJarning' 
s+ickers on i+. 


X Have never go++en +0 listen +0 one of +Hose 
Paren+al Vlaming CDs, because Horn and Pad never 
le+ me 
way X 

Rod rick S CD was if X snuck i+ 00+ of +He House. 


buy +Hem a+ +He mall. So X realized +He only 
was gonna ge+ a cHance +0 lis+en +0 


XHiS morning, after Rodrick left, X called up Rowley 
and +old Him +0 bring H>s CD player +0 scHool. 
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"THen X wen+ down +o Rodricks room and +ook 
+Ke CD off His rack. 



You re no+ allowed +o brin^ personal music players 
+o school, So we Had +o wai+ +o use i+ un+il a-f+er 
luncH wHen +He -teacHers lei us ou+side. As soon 
as we <jo+ +He cHance, me and Rowley snuck 
around +He back of -tHe scHool and loaded up 
Rodrick s CD. 


Bu+ Rowley for<jo+ +o pu+ ba+teries in His CD 
player, so i+ was pre-Hy mucH wor+Hless. 

IHen X came up wi+H +Hls <jrea+ idea -for a ^ame. 
IHe object was +o pui +He HeadpHones on your 
Head and ■('Hen +ry +o sHake +Hem off wi+Hou+ 
using your Hands. 
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Ik winner was whoever could shake the headphones 
off in ■the shortest amount of -tine. 



X had -the record with seven and a half seconds, 
tot X think X might have shook Some of my 
fillings loose wi th that one. 


Right in the mi ddleof our game, Mrs. Craig came 
around the comer and caught us red-handed- She 
took the music player away from me and started 
chewing us out. 



yt 



But X think she h«d the wrong idea about what 
we were doing hack there. She started telling us 
how rock and roll is evil and how Its going to 
ruin our brains. 

X was going to tell her that there werent even 
any batteries In the CD player, but X could tell she 
d'dnt want to be Interrupted. So X just waited 
until she was done, and then X said. Yes, naam." 


But right when Mrs. Craig was about to let us 
go, Rowley started blubbering about how he doesnt 
want rock and roll to ruin his brains. 



Honestly, sometimes X dont know about that boy. 
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Friday 

Vlell, how Xve gone ahd dohe i+. 

Last hight, after eVeryohe was ih bed, X Shock 
dowhstairs to listeh to Rod ricks CD oh the 
stereo ih the family room. 

X put Rodricks hew headphohes oh ahd crahked 
up the Volume REALLY high- "Theh X hit play. 



Frst, let me just Say X cah definitely uhderstahd 
why they put that Parehtal VJarhihg sticker 

oh the CD. 

But X ohly got to hear about thirty secohds of 
the first sohg before X got interrupted. 
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X+ -hjtTis 00+ X didn't have the headphones plowed 
into the S+ereo. So the music was actually coming 
through the SPEAKERS, not the headphones. 



Pad 


marched me up +o my room and shut the 
door behind him, and then he Said - 


LETS YOU AND 
ME WAVE A TALK,' 


PH FRIEND. 



ViKeneVer Pad says friend tKat way, you know 
you’re In -trouble. XKe first -time Pad ever said 
friend like tKat +o me, X dldnt get tKat Ke was 
being Sarcastic. So X kind of let my guard down. 



TorvgKt, Pad yelled at me for about -ten mlnu-tes, 
and then X guess Ke deeded Ked ratKer be In bed 
tKan standing In my room In Kls underwear. V^e 
-told me X was grounded from flaying video games 
for -two weeks, wKlcK Is about wKa+ X expected. 

X guess X sKould be glad tKats all Ke did. 

"TKe good +Klng about Pad is tKat wKen Ke gets 
mad, Ke cools off real <^uick, and tKen it’s over. 


IS 







Usually, if you mess up in front of Pad, he just 
-throws whatever hes got in h'S hands at you. 


GOOD TIME TO SCREW UP: 



Mom has a TOTALLY different style when it 
comes +o punishment. Xf you mess up and Mom 
catches you, the first thing she does is to take 
a few days to figure out what your punishment 
should be. 
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wKile yoore wai+ih<j, yoo do all +f\ese nice 
-(■Kings +o +ry +o ge+ off easier. 


/ I JUST DUSTED \ 

f HOW \ 

f THE DINING \ 

THOUGHTFUL] 

\ ROOM FOR THE I 

V OF you? y 

V reck OF IT? J 

__ 



Honday 

Ihis Video game ban is a whole lo+ Hougher +han 
X +hough+ i+ would be. Bu+ a+ leas+ I m no+ +he 
only one ih +he family whos in -trouble. 

Rodrick s in some ho+ wa+er wi+h Hon righ+ now, 
+oo. Hanny go+ aKold of one of Rodricks heavy 
ne+al magazines, and one of +he pages had a 
pic+ure of a wonan in a bikini lying across +he 
hood of a car. And +hen Hanny brought i+ in+o 
day care for show-and-+ell. 



Anyway, X don+ think Hon was +oo happy abou+ 
ge++ing +h«+ phone call. 

X saw +he magazine myself, and i+ honestly wasn+ 
any+hing +o ge+ worked up over. But Hon doesn+ 
allow +ha+ kind of s+uff in +he house. 


Hi 



Rodricks puhi'skmehi was +Ka+ Ke Kad io answer 
a buncK of ^oes+ions JAom wro+e oo+ for Kiri. 



BmL 

rtTVoJu. 






Z Otter. 

No. 




Hz 


Bzjl Zi 

Mou. 

^fy-^xTL a*. AcKo&l ? 

No. 

Wow c^o- !j9U. ^tt£ O&OCCfc 
Owt\X(£ iZiti, o£ /rrva^a/^i/ne. 

mow ? 

X f«e| ashaned* 

J0» lj©U Aav€ (XmJU^}\Asr ^ ^ou. 

UKvnX jurtyrw r\. ^07. 

J\OLvim^ ourr\st<L -*AIa. o^4/nAw€ 

^mou^L^/rvt ? 

t«n sorry w°rner>. 




ahd watcRhg Mahhy play tHem is like torture. 



"The good hews is that X finally figured out Kow 
+o get some ofi my games past Rowleys dad. X 
just put one of my discs ih Marshy s PiscoVerihg 
the Alphabet case, ahd thats all it takes. 




Thursday 

A+ school +oday, +}>ey ahhouhced +ha+ s+udev>+ 
^oVerr\merv+ elec+iohs are comiruj o^>. X> i>e hor*es+ 
wi-H> yoo, Xve hever had avy iri+eres+ ih s+udeh+ 
^oVemmeM-. Bu+ when X s+ar+ed +Kihkir>g atoo+ 
i+, X realized yHilvj elec+ed Treasurer could 
TOTALLY charge my si+ua+ioh a+ school. 


WE CHEERLEADERS^ 
ARE TIRED OF RIDING \ 
TO GAMES IN THE 
SAME BUS AS THE / 
NERDS IN THE BAND^/ 




And even better ... 


WE JOCKS JUST 
NEED AN AIR PUMP 
TO INFLATE OUR 
ONLY FOOTBALL 


YEAJ mini 
SORRY. CANT 
MELP YOU 
WITH THAT., 



Tiobody ever thinks about running for Treasurer, 
because all anyone ever cares about are the big- 
tcket positions like President and Vice President. 
So X figure if X sigh up tomorrow, the 
Treasurer Job is pretty much mine for the taking. 

Friday 

T>day, X went and put my name on the list to 
run for Treasurer. Unfortunately, this kid named 
Marty Porter is running for Treasurer, too, and 
hes real brainy at math. So this might not be as 
easy as X thought. 
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X told Pad that X was rohhih^ for student 
government, and he seemed pretty excited. X+ 
toms oo+ he rah -for s+odehi goVerhmeh+ wheh 
he was my a^e, and he actually woh. 

Pad do^ through some old boxes ih the basemeh+ 
ahd -foohd ohe of his campai^h posters. 


INTEGRITY 

HONESTY 

KNOW-HOW 



VOTE 


Frank HeflTley 

FOR ' 

SECRETARY 


X thought the poster idea was pretty good, so 
X asked Pad to drive me to +he store to get 
some Supplies. X loaded up oh poster board ahd 
markers, ahd X spent the rest of the night 
makihg all my campaign stuff. So lets just hope 
these posters work. 
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X brou^Ht my posters in +o school today, and X 
Have to say, iHey came out pretty cjood. 


Do You VJant 

MARTY PORTER 

+0 be your 

TREASURER? 



0 0 

Remenber in second arade how 

l^larty 

Porter Had Head lice? 

ITCH 


ITCH^^ 

Do 

you really want Him 

+OUC 

0 

hin^ YOUR money? 
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X started hanging ny posters up as soon as X 
in. But they were only up -for about three 
ninutes before Vice Principal Roy spotted then. 




Mr. Roy said you werent allowed to write 
fabrications about the other candidates. So X 
told Mr. Roy that the thing about the head lice 
was true, and how it practically closed down the 
whole school when it happened. 


But he took down all ny posters anyway. So today, 
Marty Porter was going around handing out lollipops 
to buy hinself votes while ny posters were Sitting at 
the botton of Mr. Roys trash can. X guess this 
neans ny political career is officially over. 


iS 



OCTOBER 


Monday 

VJell, its finally October, arid there are only 
thirty days left until H«»lloweer». Halloween is 
my FAVORITE holiday, ever* though Mom says 
In getting too old to go trick-or-treating 


anymore. 


Halloween is Pads -favorite holiday, too, but -for 
a di-f-ferent reason. On Halloween night, while 
all the other parents are handing out candy, 
Pad is hiding in the bushes with « big trash 
can -full of water. 

Ar»d if any teenagers pass by our driveway, he 




Xm no+ sore Pad really understands +ke concept 
of Halloween. But Xm not gonna be tke one wko 



X>nigkt was tke opening nigk+ of tke Crossland 


HiaK Sckool Kaonied kouse, and X 30+ Mom +0 


agree +0 take me and Rowley. 


Rowley sKowed up at my koose wearing k<S H a ll°ween 
costume from last year. Wken X called kim earlier 
X told kim +0 just wear regular clotkes, but of 
course ke didn't listen. 




I -hied not +o le+ it bother me too much, though. 
I’ve never been allowed to go to the Crossland 
haunted house before, and I wasnt going to let 
Rowley ruin it -for me. Rod nek bias +old me all 
about it, and I’ve been looking -forward to this 
for about three years. 


Anyway, when we got to the entrance, I 
started having second thoughts about going in. 



But Mom seemed like she was in a hurry to get this 
over with, and she moved us along. Once we were 
through the gate, it was one scare after another. 
"There were vampires Jumping out at you and people 
without heads and all sorts of crazy stuff. 
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B>u+ +Ke wors+ r+ was +His area called CKainsaw 
Alley. XKere was this tig guy in a jockey mask 
and he had a REAL chainsaw. Rod rick +old me 
+he chainsaw has a rotter tlade, tu+ X wasn’+ 
Taking any chances. 



Righ+ when i+ looked like +he chainsaw guy 
was going +o ca+ch us, Mom s+e^ed in and 
tailed us ou+. 


THATS 

NOT 


rii sorry; 


Horn made the chainsaw goy show os where the 
exit was, and that was the end of oor haon+ed 
hoose experience right there. X guess i+ was a 
li-H-le embarrassing when Horn did that, bot Xm 
willing +o let it go +hiS one time. 


Saturday 


"The Crossland haunted hoose really got me thinking. 
Xhose guys were charging five bocks a pop, and 
the line stretched halfway aroond the school. 


X decided to make a haon+ed hoose of my own. 
Actually, X had +o bring Rowley in on +he deal, 
becaose Mom wooldn+ le+ me convert oor first 
floor into a foll-oot haon+ed mansion. 


X knew Rowleys dad wouldn't be crazy aboot the 
idea, either, so we decided to boild the h«on+ed 
hoose in his basement and just not mention it to 
his parents. 

Me and Rowley spent most of the day coming op 
with an awesome plan for oor haon+ed hoose. 
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Here was our -final ylan-' 



I don't mean -to brag or anything, bu-t wha-t 
we came u^> wi+h was WAY be++er -than -the 
Crossland High School haun-ted KouSe. 

Vie realiied we were gonna need "to ge-t -the word 
ou+ +K«+ we were doing -this -thing, so we got 
some ^>a^>er and made u^> a bunch of fivers. 
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I II admi+ maybe we s+re-fched +he +ru+h a li++le 
in our adver+isemen+, bu+ we had io make sore 
people ac+ually showed u^>. 



By +he +ime we finished ^>u++ing +he flyers u^> 
around +he neighborhood and ^oi back +o 
Rowleys basement, i+ was already 2 - 30 , and we 
hadn+ even s+ar+ed ^u++ing +he ac+oal h<»on+ed 
house +o^e+her ye+. 


So we h**d +o cui some corners flrom our 
original ^lan. 
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VJKeh 3-'00 rolled around, we looked ou+Side -fo 
see i-f atyohe Kad sKowed up. Ahd Sure ehou^K, 
-fKere were aboui +weh+y heigKborKood kids wai-tih^ 
ih Uve outside Rowleys baseneht. 

biow, X khow our -fleers Said adnissioh was -fi f+y 
ceh+S, bu+ X could see +Ka+ we Kad a cKahce +o 
nake a killihg Kcre. 


So X +old +Ke kids iKa+ adnissioh was +wo bucks, 
ahd +Ke fif-|y-ceh+ +Kihg was jus+ a +ypo. 



XKe firs! kid +o cou^K up KiS +wo bucks was 
Starve Sheila. b|e paid K<s nohey and we le-t Kin 
ihside, ahd ne ahd Rowley took our posiiiohs ih 
+Ke of Screans. 
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"The of Screams was basically a bed wi+h me 
ar»d Rowley oh ei+her side of i+. 



X guess maybe we made +he Hall of Screams a 
li++le +oo scary, because halfway +hrough, Shane 
curled up in a ball undernea+h +he bed- Vie +ried 
+o ge+ him +o crawl ou+ -from under +here, bu+ 
he wouldh+ budge. 


X s+ar+ed +hihkihg abou+ all +he money we were 
losing wi+h +h«S kid clogging up +he H*H of Screams, 
and X knew we had +o ge+ him ou+ of +here, <^uick. 

E-Veh+ually, Rowleys dad came downs+airs. A+ 
firs+ X was 
he could hel] 

bed and ge+ our haun+ed house cranking again. 


happy +o See him, because X +hough+ 
1 us drag Shane ou+ -from under +he 



Bu+ Rowleys dad wasn + real! 


ly ih a Kelpful mood. 



Rowleys dad wan+ed +0 know wKa+ we were 
doing, and wKy SKane Snella was curled up under 
•+Ke ted. 

Vie -fold Kim +Ka+ "tKe tasemen+ was a Kaun+ed 
Kouse, and +Ka+ SKane Snella actually PAID 
■for us +0 do +Kis +0 Kim. Bu+ Rowleys dad didn + 
telieve us. 


I admrt +Ka+ if you looked around, i+ didn+ 
really look like a Kaun+ed KouSe. AH we Kad +ime 
+0 pu+ +oge+Ker was +Ke H<*H of Screams and iKe 
Lake of Blood, wKicK was jus+ Rowleys old 
taty pool wi+K K«lf a ko++le of ke+cKup in i+. 
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I -tried -to show Rowleys dad our original ^>lan 
to j>rove that we really were runnih^ a legitimate 
operation, tut he still didn't seem convinced. 



Arvd to make a lon^ story short, that was the 
end of our haunted house. 



Ihe ^ood news Is, since Rowleys dad dldnt 
telieVe us, he dldnt make us re-fund Shanes 
money. So at least we cleared two tucks today. 




Rowley ended up ^e++ih^ ^rounded -for +ha+ whole 
haun+ed house mess yes+erday. He s no+ allowed +o 
wa+ch TV -for a week, AND hes ho+ allowed +o 
have me over a+ his house during +Ka+ time. 


Tha+ las-t par+ really isn + fair, because +ha+s 
punishing me, and I d<dn + even do anything 
wrong. And now where am X supposed +o play 
my video games? 


Anyway, X /el+ kind of bad -for Rowley. So 
•+onigh+, X +ried +o make rt up +o h in. X "turned 


on one of Rowleys favori+e TV shows, and X 
did a play-by-play over -the phone So he could 
kind of experience r+ "tha"t way. 




X did my bes+ +o keep up wi+H wHa+ was 301V13 oh 
oh +Ke Screehj ku+ +0 l)e Kohesi wi+H you, Xm 
ho+ Sure if Rowley was ^e-Hihtj iHe -full effect. 



wleys ^rouhdlh^ is -fihally over, ahd jvS+ 
ih +ime for H<*Howeeh, +00. X weh+ up +0 H>S 
House +0 cHeck ou+ His cos+ume, ahd X Have +0 
admi+, X m a li++le jealous. 

Rowleys Mom joi Him +His khijH+ costume +Ha+S 
WAY cooler +Hah His cos+ume -from las+ year. 
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His knight outfit cane with a helmet and a shield 
and a real sword and EVERYTHING. 



Xve never had a store-bought costume before. 

I still havent /inured out what X n gonna go as 
tomorrow night, so X II ^robaby just throw 
something together at the last minute. X -figure 


maybe X II bring back -+V>e "Toilet pa^er Mumry again. 


But X t bunk its su^osed to rain tomorrow 
night, So that might not be the Smartest choice. 
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But X don+ really have -time io pu+ +o<je+her a 
<jood cos+ume, because In in charge of planning 
ou+ +he bes+ route for me and Rowley +o take 
tomorrow ni^ht. 

"This year X ve come up with a plan that II ^et us 
at least -twice -the candy we scored last year. 
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Halloweeh 

About ah hour before we were Supposed to start 
trick-or-treatih<j, X still didht have a cos-tune. 
A+ that poiht X was seriously thihkih^ about 
^oihg as a cowboy for the secohd year ih a row. 


But theh Mon khocked at my door ahd hahded 
me a pirate costume, with ah eye patch ahd a 
Kook ahd every thihjj. 



Rowley showed up arouhd 6-‘30 wearihg his 
khi^Kt costume, but it didht look ANYTHING 
like it looked yesterday. 


Rowleys mom made all these safety improVemehts 
to it, ahd you couldht eveh tell what he was 
supposed to be ahymore. 
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SKe cu+ oo+ <» bi^ Hole in +Ke front of +Ke Kelmet 
so Ke could see be-Her, and covered Kim up in all 
+Kis reflective -tape. SKe made Kim wear Kis winter 
coat undemeatK eVerytKin^, and sKe replaced Kis 
sword wi+K a ^low stick. 



X grabbed my pillowcase, and me and Rowley 
started +0 Kead out. But Mom stopped us before 
we could ^et out tKe door. 



I WANT YOU TO 
TAKE MANNY 
WITH YOU! 
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Mab, X should have kbowb +here was a ca+ch 
wheb Mom <jaVe me +ha+ cos+ume. 

X +old Mom -there was bo WAY we were takibg 
Mabry with us, because we were 301b^ to hit 15 Z 
houses ib three hours. Abd plus, we were <joibg 
+o be ob Shake Road, which is way too dab^erous 
■for a little kid like Mabb^. 

X should bever have mebtiobed that last part, 
because the bext thib^ X kbew, Mom was tellib<j 
Pad he had to 30 alob^ with us to make sure we 
didb+ step foot outside our bei^hborhood. Pad 
tried +o squirm out of it, but obce Mom makes up 
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Before we eveh <jo+ ou+ of our own driveway, we 
rah ih+o our h&cjKbor Mr. Mi+cKell ahd KiS kid 
Jeremy. So of course THEY +a^ged alohcj wi+h us. 

Mahhy ahd Jeremy wouldh+ +rick~or—lrea+ a+ ahy 
houses wi+K spooky decora+iohS oh +hem, So +ha+ 
ruled ou+ ^re++y much every house oh our block. 


Pad ahd Mr. Mi+chell s+ar+ed +alkihg abou+ 
foo+ball or some+Kih^, ahd every +ime ohe of +hem 
wah+ed +o make a ^>oih+, +heyd S+oy walkih^. 



So we were Ki++ih^ ohly abou+ ohe house eve 


+weh+y 


mihu+es. 


7 
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After a cookie of hours, Pad and Mr. Mitchell 
took the little kids home. 


X was ^lad, because that meant me and Rowley 
could take off. My pillowcase was almost empty, 

So X wanted to make up as much time as possible. 


A little while later, Rowley told me he needed a 

break. X made him hold off for another 
forty-fiVe minutes. But by the time we <jot to my 
grammas house, it was pretty dear that if X didnt 
let Rowley use the bathroom, it was ^onna ^et 




So X told Rowley if he wasnt back outside in 
one minute, X was ^onna start helping myself to 
h»s candy. 

^ j 







After that, we headed tack out oh the road. 
But it was already 10-' 30, ahd X ^uess that’s 
when nost ^rown-u^s decide Halloweeh is over. 


You cah kihd of +ell tecause thats wheh they 
start conih^ +o the door ih their pajamas ahd 
^ivih^ you the evil eye. 



VJe decided to head hone. Vie made uj> a lot of 
tine after Pad arid Mahhy left, so X was pret+y 
satisfied with how much cahdy we took ih. 


VJhen we were halfway hone, this j>ickuj> truck 
cane roarih^ down the street with a hunch of 
hi^h school kids ih if. 
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Xhe kid in the back was Holding a fire extinguisher, 
and when -the -truck passed by us, he opened fire. 



X have to give Rowley credit, because he blocked 
about ^5% of the water with his shield- And if 
he hadnt done that, all our candy would h<»ve 
gotten soaked- 


Vlhen the truck drove away, X yelled out something 
that X regretted about two seconds later. 
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XHe driver slammed oh tHe brakes ahd He turhed 
H<s truck arouhd. Me ahd Rowley started ruhhihg, 
but tKose guys were rigHt oh our Keels. 

"THe ohly ^>lace X could tHihk of tHat was Safe 
was Grammas House, So we cut tHrougH a couple 
backwards to get tHere. Gramma was ih bed 
already, but X khew sHe kee^>s a key uhder tHe 
mat oh Her froht porcH. 


Ohce we got Ihside, X looked out tHe wihdow to see 
if tHose guys Had followed us, ahd sure ehougH, 
tHey did. X tried to trick tHem ihto leavihg, but 
tHey wouldh’t budge 
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After a while, we realised the teenagers were 
going to wait us out, so we decided we were just 
gonna have to spend the night at Granmas. 
"That's when we started getting cock^, making 
monkey noises at the teenagers and whatnot. 

Well, at least X was making monkey noises. 
Rowley was kind of making owl rv>iscs, but X 
guess it was the same general idea. 



X called Mom to tell her we were going to crash 
at Grammas for the night. But Mom sounded 
really mad on the phone. 

She said it was a school night, and that we had 
to get home right that instant. So that meant 
we were gonha have to make a run for it. 





X looked oo+ the window, and +h>s +ime, X didn'f 
see +he frock. Bo+ X knew +hose goys were K<d<r\^ 
somewhere and were jos+ frying +o draw os oo+. 

So we snock oo+ +he back door, ho^ed over 
Grammas fence, arid ran all +he way +o Snake 
Road. X figored oor chances were be++er +here 
becaose +here aren’f any s+ree+ligh+s. 


Snake Road is scary enoogh on i+s own wi+hoo+ 
having a frockload of feenagers hon+ing yoo 
down. E-Very +ime we saw a car coming, we dove 
in+o +he boshes. X+ moS+Ve faken os a hal'f 
hoor +o go 100 yards. 




E>u+ believe i+ or no+, we made i+ all +he way 
home wi+hou+ ge-Hihg caught. hleither ohe of us 
le+ our guard down un+il we 30 + +0 my driveway. 



Bu+ right then, there was +h'S awful scream, <3ihd 
we saw a big wave of waier coming +oward us. 
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Man, I -forgot ALL about Pad, and we total! 
paid the price -for it. 



VJhen me arid Rowley got iViSide , we laid out all 
our candy on the kitchen table. 

"the only things we could salvage were a couple o-f 
mints that were wrapped in cellophane, and the 
toothbrushes Pr. Garrison gave us. 

I think next Halloween X II just stay home and 
mooch Some Butterfingers from the bowl Mom 
keeps on top of the refrigerator. 



NOVEMBER 


IWs.tky 

Oh +he bus ride ih+o school -today, we passed by 
Grammas house. X+ <jo+ rolled wi+h -toile-t- paper 
las+ h.^h+, wK.cK I ^uess was ho bi^ Sorpr.se. 



X do -feel a li-Hle bad, because i+ looked like ii was 
^ohha +ake a loh^ +ime +o deah op. Bo+ oh +he 
br.^K+ side, Gramma is re+ired, So she probably 
didh+ have ahy+hihg plahhed for -today ahyway. 


Vledhesday 

X>> +V>if"d period, Mr. Uhderwood, oor Phys E-d 
-teacher, ahhoohced +ha-t -the boys will be doihg a 
wres+lih^ uhrt -for -the hex+ six weeks. 
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X-f theres one thing most toys in my school are 
into, i+s professional wrestling. So Mr. 
Underwood might as well have set off a tomt. 


Lunch comes right after Fhys E-d, and the 
cafeteria was a complete madhouse. 



X don+ know what the school Is -thinking having 
a wres+llng unit. 

But X decided If X dont want to get twisted 
into a pretzel for the next month and a half, Xd 
tetter do my homework on this wrestling business. 













So X rented a cookie of Video games to learn 
Some moves. And you know what? AAer a while, 
X was really starting to get the hang of it. 



Xn -fact, the other kids in my class had better 
look out, because if X keep this up, X could be 
real threat. , 


a 


"(hen again, I be++er make sore T don + do 
TOO good- This kid named Pres+on fAodd 30+ 
named A+hle+e of +Ke fAon+h for being +he bes+ 
placer in -the baske+ball oni+, so +he^ po+ his 
pic+ore up in +he hallwav. 



1+ +ook people abou+ five seconds +0 realize how 
P. Modd soonded when you said 1+ 00+ loud, 
and a-f+tr +h»+, i+ was all over for Pres+on. 
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"fl^urstjay 

Vlell, X /oond out -tod<y +Ha+ +He kind of wres+lln^ 
Mr. Underwood Is +eacHin<j is COMPLETELY 
di/-feren+ -from +He kind +Hey do on TV. 

Tirs+ of all, we Have +o wear +Hese +Hln^s called 
single+s, wHicH look like +Hose ka+Hlng soi+s 
+Hey used +o wear in +He 1800s. 



A^d second of all, -(-Here are no ^>ile drivers or 
Hi++ing ^>eo^le over +He Heads wl+H cHairs or 
any+Hing like +Ha+. 

THere’s no+ even a ring wi+H ro^es around i+. 
X+'s JuS+ kaslcally a sweaty ma+ +Ha+ smells like 
i+s never keen wasHed ke-fore. 
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Mr. Underwood started asking -for Volunteers so 
he could demonstrate some wrestling holds, tut 
there was no way I was going to raise my hand- 


Me and Rowley tried to hide out in the hack of 
the gym near the curtain, but thats where the 
girls were doing their gymnastics unit. 



Vie got out of there in a hurry, and we went 
back to where the rest of the guys were. 


Mr. Underwood singled me out, probably because 
I’m the lightest kid in the class, and he could 
toss me around without straining himself. V|e 
showed everybody how to do all these things 
called a half nelson and a ' reversal ’ and a 
' takedown and stuff like that. 





Mr. Underwood divided us u^> in+o we.^K+ ^rou^s. 
X was j>re-Hy ha^y abou+ +Kai a+ fi rs+, 
because i+ meani X wasn+ ^oin^ +0 have +0 
wresile kids like Benny Vlells, who can bench-press 
250 pounds. 
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But tHen X found out wHo X DID Have to wrestle, 
and X would Have traded for Benny Vlells in a 
Heartbeat. 



Fregley was tHe only kid ligHt enou^H to be in my 
weigHt class. And apparently Fregley was paying 
attention wHen Hr. Underwood was giving 
instructions, because He pinned me every wHicH way 
you could imagine. X spent my seventH period 
<jettih^ WAY more •familiar witH Fregley tHan X 
ever wanted to be. 



TWEET!, 



X^sday 

Tkis wrestling unit k«s totally turned our school 
upside down. V^ow kids are wrestling in tke Kali ways, 
in tke classrooms, you name it. But tke ■fifteen 
minutes af+er lunck wkere tkey let us outside is 
tKe worst. 

You cah’t walk five feet witkout trio^ing over a 
couple of kids going at it. X just try to keep 
my distahce. Ar>d mark my words, one of tkese 
fools is going to roll rigk+ onto tKe Ckeese and 
start tKe CKeese jouck all over again. 





My o+Ker tig problem is +Ka+ I KaVe +o wres+le 
Fregley every single Jay. Bu+ +Fis mon-un^ I 
realised some+Fin^. IF I can move ou+ of 


Fregleys wei^F+ class, I won’+ Fave +o wres+le 
Fin anymore. 


So +oday, I s+uffed my clo+FeS w.+F a buncF of 
socks ahd sKir+s +o <^e+ myself in+o +Fe nex+ 
wei^F+ class. 


E>u+ I was S+ill +oo li 3 K+ +o move up. 



I realised I was gohna Fave +o gain wei^F+ for 
real. A+ firs+ I +Fou^F+ I sKoulJ juS+ s+ar+ 
loading up on junk food, bu+ +Fen I Fad a mucF 
be++er idea. 
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X decided +o gain my weight in MUSCLE, not fat. 

Xve never been all that interested in getting in 
shape be/ore, but +\v's wrestling unit bias made me 
rethink things. 

I -figure if X bulk up now, i+ could actually come 
in bandy down the road. 

"The football unit is coming in the spring, and 
they split the teams up into shirts and skins. 
And X ALWAYS get put on skins. 

X thunk they do that to make all the out-of-shape 
kids feel ashamed of themselves. 
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If I can pack. oh some muscle now, it II be a 
whole different storv next April. 



I>night, after dinner, I got Mom and Pad 
together ahd told them ry plan. I told them I 
was going to need some strious exercise equipment, 
and some weight-gain powder, too. 


I showed them some muscle magazines I got at 
the store so the^ could see how ripped I was 
going to be. 
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Mom didnt really say anything at first, hut Pad 
was pret+y enthusiastic. X think he was just 
glad X had a change of heart -from how X used 
+o he when X was a k;d- 


If YOU WORK 
(OUT REGULARLY, 
YOU CAN GET 
BIG MUSCLES! 



But Mom said if X wanted a weight set, X was 
going to have to prove that X could stick with 
an exercise regimen. She said X could do that hy 
doing sit-ups and jumping jacks for two weeks. 


X h«d to explain that the only way to get 
totally hulked up is to get the kind of high-tech 
machines they have at the gym, hut Mom didnt 
want to hear it. 


"Then Pad said if X wanted a tench press, X 
should keep my Aihgers crossed -for Christmas. 



But Christmas is a month and a halA away. And 
if X get pinned by Fregley one more time, Xf*> 
gonna have a nervous breakdown. 

So it looks like Mom and Pad arent going to be 
any help. And that means X m going to have to 
take matters into my own hands, as usual. 

Saturday 

X couldnt wait to start my weight-training 
program today. E-ven though Mom wouldnt let 
me get the equipment X needed, X wasnt gong 
to let that hold me back. 


SI 



So X wen+ ih+o +ke /ridge and emp+ied ou+ +ke 
milk and orange juice and -filled +ke jugs wi+k 
Sand. ”Tken X taped tkem to a broomstick, and 
X k«d myself a pretty decent barbell. 



After tkat, X made a benck press out of an 
ironing board and some boxes. Once X k<»d tkat 
all set, X was ready +o do some serious lifting. 


X needed a spotting partner, so X called 
Rowley. And wken ke skowed up at my door 
wearing some ridiculous getup, 1 knew X made 
a mis+ake inviting kim. 
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X node Rowley use the bench press fir si, most!' 
because X wanted +o see if the broomstick was 
going +o Hold up. 

He did about -five reps, and He was ready +o 
i^uit, but X wouldnt le-f him. XHa+S what a 
good training partner is for, to pusH you 
beyond your limits. 



X knew Rowley wasn’t going to be as serious 
about weigHt lifting as X was, so X decided to 
try out an experiment to test His dedication. 

Xh the middle of Rowleys set, X went and got 
tRis phony nose and mustacRe Rod rick Has in His 
junk drawer. 




And ri 3 K+ wKen Rowley Kad +Ke barbell in +Ke 
down’ posi+ioh, X leaned over and looked a+ Kim. 



Sure enou^K, Rowley TOTALLY los+ Kis 
concen+ra+ion. He couldn+ even ^e+ +Ke barbell 
off Kis cKesi. I +Koo 3 K+ abou+ Kel^lhg Kim ou+, 
but +Keh X realiied +Ka+ if Rowley didn+ ge+ 
serious aboo+ working ou+, Ke was never 3 oin 3 +o 



X eveh-hially Kad +o rescue Kim, because Ke s+ar+ed 
bi+ih 3 +Ke milk ju 3 +o le+ +Kc sand leak ou+. 





After Rowley 30+ off the tench press, i+ was 
time for my se+. But Rowley Said he didnt -feel 
like working out anymore, and he wen+ home. 


Yoo know, I figured hed poll something like that. 
But X guess you cant expect everyone +0 have 
+he same kind of dedication as you. 


VJednesday 

"Today in Geography we had a i^oa, and X have 
+0 say, Xve teen looking forward +0 this one for 
a long time. 


Xhe <^uiz. was on s+a+e capi+als, and X sit in 
the back of +he room, right next +0 +hls giant 
map of +he United States. AH the capi+als are 
written ih tig red print, so X knew X had this 




Bu+ r.gk+ ke/ore +ke +es+ go+ s+ar+ed, Pa-H 
Farrell piped up Prom +ke Pron+ of +he room. 



Pa-Hy +old Mr. Fra +ka+ ke skould cover up +k 
Uni+ed S+a+es map kepore we go+ s+ar+ed. 



So thanks +o Pa++y, X ended up flunking +ke 
<^uii. And X will depini+ely ke looking for a wa^ 
+o pay ker kack for +ka+ one. 



"IWsty 

1 ohigH+ Mom came uf> +o ry room, ahd sKe Had a 
flyer ih Her Hahd. As sooh as X saw i+, X khew 
EXACTLY wHa+ i+ was. 


1 + was ah ahhouhcemehi +Hat +He scHool is HaVih^ 
+ryoo+s for a wih+er -play. Man, I sHoold Have 
+H ro wh +Ha+ +Hihg ou+ wHeh X saw i+ oh +He 
L+cHeh +at>le. 


X BEGGED Her ho+ +o make me si<jh op XHose 

ScHool plan's are always musicals, ahd +He las+ 
+Hih<j X heed is +o Have +o sih^ a solo ih froh+ 
of -tHe wHole scHool. 



Bu+ all ry te^ih^ seemed +o do was make Mom 
more sore X sHoold do i+. 



Mom said +ke ohly way X was golhg +o te 
well-rouhded was by +ryihg differeh+ +kihgs. 


Pad came ih my room +o see wka+ was goihg oh. 

X +old Pad +ka+ Mom was maklhg me sigh up for 
+ke sckool play, ahd +ka+ if X kad +o s+ar+ 
goihg +o play prac+ices, i+ would +o+ally mess up 
my weigk+~lif+ihg sckedule. 

X khew +ka+ would ma ke Pad +ake my side. Pad 
and Mom argued for a few mihu+es, but Pad was 
ho ma+ck for Mom. 



So +ka+ meahs +omorrow Xve go+ +o audi+ioh 
for +ke sckool play. 


Friday 

Xke play -tkey re doihg -+k«s year is ' Xke Vlizard 
of Oi. A lo+ of kids came wearihg cos+umes for 
+ke par+s +key were -tryihg out for. 

% 



X ve never even seen the movie, so -for me, i+ 
was like walking into a -freak show. 



Mrs. Norton, the music director, made everyone 
sing "My Country 'Xs of "Thee” so she could hear 
our Singng voices. X did my singing tryouts with 
a hunch of other toys whose moms made -them 
come, too. X tried +o sing as quietly as possible, 
tut of course X got singled out, anyway. 



“il 





X have ho idea what a so^raho’ is, but from 
-the way Some of -the girls were gigglihg, X knew 
it washt a good thlhg. 

Tryov+S weht oh -forever. "The grahd fihale cane 
with audi+iohs for Porothy, who X guess is the 
lead charac+er ih +he ^>lc»y. 

Ahd who should -try out first but Pa-Hy Farrell, 
i • i • i I l 



X thought about trylhg out for -the ^>art of -the 
Witch, because X heard that ih +he j>lay, the 
Witch does all sorts of neah th'hgs to Poro+hy. 

But theh somebody told ne theres a Good Witch 
ahd a Bad Witch, ahd with my luck, Xd ehd uj> 
gettihg picked to be the good ohe. 



Mrs. Norton sKowed IHe Vizard of Oi movie 


so everyone woo id know the story. I was trying 
+o figure oo+ what part X sbioold play, bot 
pretty moch every cKarac+er has +o sing or dance 
a+ one point or another. Bot about hal-fway 
through the movie, X figure^ oo+ what part X 
wanted to sign op for. In going +0 sigh op +0 


be a Tree, becaose 1 ) they dont have +0 sing 
and 2 ) they get +0 bean Poro+hy wi+h apples. 




Getting +o peg Patty Farrell with apples in 
front of a live audience would be my dream come 
-true. X may actually have -to -thank Mom for 
making me do -this play once its all over. 


After -the movie ended/ X signed up to be a Xree. 
Unfortunately, a bunch of other guys had the 
same idea as me, so X guess -there are a lo+ of 


guys who have a bone to pick wi-th Pa-Hy Farrell. 


Vlednesday 

VJell, like Mom always says, be careful what you 
wish for. X got picked to be a Tree, but X 
dont know if thats such a good thing. The 


Tree costumes dont actually have arm holes, so 
X guess that rules out any apple-throwing. 
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Rodney Jones -tried out to be the Xn Mon, but 
he got stuck with being the Shrub. 



Friday 

Remember how X scud X wos lucky +o get a 
sneaking port? VJell, todoy X -found out X only 
have one line in the whole plo^. X soy it when 
Poro+hy picks on opple off my bronch- 
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1 W means X Have -to go +o a +wo-Hour practice 
every day just so X can say one stolid word. 

Xm starting +o tRnk Rodney James got a better 
deal as tHe SHrob. He -found a way to sneak a 
Video game in+o His costume, and X II bet tHat 
really makes tHe time go by. 



So now Xm -trying +o tH>nk of ways +o ge+ Mrs. 
Norton +o kick me out of tHe ^>lay. But wHen 
you only Have one word to say, it's really Hard +o 




DECEMBER 


XWsday 

Xke ^>lay is only a cookie of days away, and X 
KaVe ho idea kow were <joihg +o ^>oll 4 kis +khg off. 

Firs+ of all, hokody kas ko+kered +o learn -+keir 
lihes, and +ka+s all Mrs. klor+ohs -fai/l-h 


Poring rekearsal, Mrs. kior+oh wkiS^ers everyohes 
lines +o +ker» -from +ke side of +ke s+age. 



X wonder kow i+s ^oihg +o 30 hex+ X-esday 
wken Mrs. kior+oh is si-Hihg a+ ker yiano +k>r"ty 
fee+ away. 
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Another thing that's screwing everything op is 
that Mrs. Morton keeps adding new scenes and 
new characters. 


Yesterday, she brought in +Kis •first-grader to 
play Porothys dog, "To+o. But today, the kid's 
non came in and Said she wanted her child to 
walk around on two legs, because crawling arouhd 
on alt fours would be too degrading. 



So now weve got a dog thats gonna be walking 
around on his hind legs for the whole show. 

But the worst change is that Mrs. Norton actually 
wrote a Song that os TREES have to sing. 

She said everyone deserves a chance to sing 
in the play. 


lOt 



So +oday we speht ah hour learhih^ +he wors+ 
Soh^ +ha+’s ever beeh wri++eh. 



"TKahk God Rodrick wohl be ih +he audiehce +o 

ahd 
wear 

a -tie for a middle school play. 

Bu+ +oday wash + all bad- Toward +He end of 
practice, Archie Kelly -tripped over Rod hey James 
ahd chipped his +00+K because he couldhi s+ick 
his arms ou+ +o break h>s fall. 


see me humiLa+e myself. Mrs. Mor+oh said "the 
play is ^oih^ +o be a semiformal occasioh,' 
X khow -there's ho way Rodrick is cjoih^ +o 
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So -the good news is, +heyre le++ing os Trees 
carve oo+ arm holes for -the performance. 


Tuesday 

T>nigh+ was -+Vie tig school prodoc+ion of T>e VJiz-ard 
of Oi. "The frs+ sign "tha+ -things were no+ going -to 
go well happened tefore -the play even s+arted. 

T was peeking -throogh 
+he cor+ain +o check oo+ 
how many people showed 
op +o See +he play, and 
goess who was s+anding 
righ+ op fron+? My 
tro+her Rod rick, wearing 
a clip-on +ie. 
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Youd -figure +Ha+ someohe wHoSe jot i+ was +o si+ 
oh +he s+age ahd do ho+Rhg could juS+ suck i+ up 
•for ohe perfornahce. Bu+ Rod hey wouldh + tud^e, 



"The play fhally ^o+ S+ar+ed arouhd 3 - 30 . 
Motody could remember +Keir lihes, jus+ like X 
predicted, but Mrs. bdor+oh kept +Rh^s movihg 
alohjj wi+K her piaho. 
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"The kid who placed Toto brought a stool and a 
j>ile of conic books onto the sta^e, and that 
totally ruined the whole do^ effect. 



7777 


VJhen it was tine for the forest scene, ne and 
+he other Trees ho^ed into our positions. The 
curtains rose, and when they did, I heard 
Manny’s Voice. 
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Great. X have beeh able +o keep that hickhame 
<^uiet for five years, ahd how all of the suddeh 
the whole towh khew it. X could feel about 300 
pairs of eyeballs poihted my way. 


So X did Some <juick ad-libbihg ahd X was able to 
deflect the embarrassmeht over to Archie Kelly. 



But the major embarrassmeht was still oh the 
way. Vlheh X heard Mrs. hlortoh playihg the 
first few bars of "VJe Three Trees," X felt my 
Stomach jump. 


X looked out at the audlehce, ahd X hoticed 
Rodrick was holding a Video camera. 


X knew +|v»+ if X sahg +he sohg and Rodrick 
recorded i+, He would kee^> +Ke +a^>e forever and 
use i+ +o Kum.lia+e me for +He res+ of my life. 


X didn+ know wH«+ +o do, So wHen +He +ime 
came +o S+ar+ Singng, X juS+ ke^+ mV mou+H sHu+. 



For a few seconds +Here, +Hings wen+ OK. X 
figured +Ka+ if X didn + +ecHnicaiy sing +He 
Song, +Hen Rodrick wouldn + Have an^+Hing io 
Hold over ry Head- Bu+ af+er a few seconds, +He 
o+Ker Trees no+iced X wasn't singing. 


110 



I guess they mostve thought X knew Something 
that they didn't, So they stopped singing, too. 


( DO SPY A MAIDEN n \ 
\T« FAIR AND SwttT.. • •) 




V\; 





How the -three of os were joS+ standing there, 
not saying a word. Mrs. Horton most have 
thought we -forgot the words to the sohg, 
because she came over to the side of the stage 
and whiskered the rest of the lyrics to os. 






"TVie Sohg is ohly aboot three mihotes lohg, bot 
to me it -felt like ah hoor ahd a half. X was jost 


prayihg the curtaihs would go dowh so we could 
hop off the stage. 


Xhats wheh X ho tee d Patty Farrell stahdlhg ih 
the wihgs. Ahd if looks coold kill, os Trees woold 
he dead- She probably thought we were roihihg her 
chahces of makihg it to Broadway or soneth'hg. 

lit 


Seeihg Patty stahdihg there remihded me why X 
sighed op to be a T"ee ih the first place. 




Pretty soon, the rest of the Trees started 
throwihg apples, too. I thihk "Toto eVeh cjot ih 
oh the act. 

Somebody khocked the glasses off of Patty’s 
head, ahd ohe of the lehses broke. Mrs. Vlortoh 
had +o shut dowh the play after that, because 
Patty caht see two feet ih froht of her 
without her glasses. 

After the play was over, my family weht home 
together. Mom had brought a bouquet of /lowers, 
ahd I guess they were supposed to be for me. 
But she ehded up tossihg them ih the trash cah 
oh the way out the door. 

I Just hope that everyohe who came to see the 
play was as ehtertaihed as X was. 
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Sunday 

U+h all -this s+u-f-f ^oih^ on a-t school, I 
haven + even had -time +o ihinh atou+ Christmas. 
A*d its less than ten days away. 




Xn fac+, +he only -thing that ti^ed me off 
that Christmas was coming was when Rodrick put 
his wish lis+ up or\ the re-frigerator. 

< ^odr’ck'5 k/ish^ 


LiS+ 


1« New drums 

2- New Von 

3- Shrunken bead 


V 


A 


-X/ 


X usually make a big wish list every year, but 
thus Christmas, all X really want is ibis video 
gane called Twisted VJizard. 

"Tonight Manny was going through the Christmas 
catalog, picking out all the stuff he wants with 
a big red marker. Manny was circling every single 
toy in the catalog. H e was even circling really 
expensive t bungs like a giant motorized car and 
stuff like that. 
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So X decided +o s+ep in and give Kim some good 
advice. 

X +old Kim +Ka+ if Ke circled siuff +Ka+ W AS 
+oo expensive, Ke was going +o end up wl+K a 
buncK of do+Kes for CKris+mas. X said Ke 
sKoold jus+ ^Jicjc +Kree or four medium-priced 
gi-f+s so Ke would end op wi+K a couple of 
+Kings Ke ac+ually wan+ed. 


-f- 

Bu+ of course Manny jus+ wen+ back +o circling 
eVery+Rng again. So X guess Ke ll jus+ KaVe +o 
team +Ke Kard way. 

VJKen X was seven, -(Ke only +King X really 
wan+ed for CKris+mas was a Barbie Pream House. 
And NOT because X like girls toys, like 
Rod rick said. 
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X just thought it would be a really awesome fort 
•for my toy soldiers. 


Vlhen Mom arid Pad saw my wish list that year, 


r 


they ^ot in a bi^ f^ht over i+. Pad said there was 
no way he was getting me a dollhouse, but Mom 
said it was healthy for me to experiment with 
whatever kind of toys X wanted to -play with. 



Believe i+ or not, Pad actually wor\ that argument. 
Pad "told me to start my wish list over and pick 
some -toys that were more * appropriate for boys. 


But X have a secret weapon when it comes to 
Christmas. My Uncle Charlie always gets me whatever 
X want. X told him X wanted the Barbie Pream 
House, and he said hed hook me up. 



Oh CKris+mos, wKeh Ohcle CKarLe cjave me ry 
gift, i+ was NOT wKat X asked for. He ntoS+Ve 
walked ih+o +he ioy store and picked op the -first 
thihg he saw that had the word "Barbie" 
oh it. 


So if you ever see a pictore of nt where X m 
holding a Beach Foh Barbie, how at least you 
khow the whole story. 



Pad washt real Kapp^ wheh Ke saw what Uhcle 
Charlie got me. He told me to either throw it 



Tkais kow T erided u^> ih ike emergency room 
+wo weeks laier wiik a ^>ihk Barbie skoe siuck u^> 
my hose. Ahd believe me, Rod nek kas heVer lei 
me kear ike end of THAT. 



"tWsday 

T>hi<jk+ me ahd Mom wehi oui io ^ei a gift for 
ike Givih^ Tree ai ckurck. Tke Giving Tree is 
basically a Secrei Sahia kihd of iking wkere you 
gei a gi-ft for someone wko is heedy. 


Mom picked oui a red wool sweaier for our 
Giving Tree guy. 


T iried io ialk Mom ihio geiiihg someikihg a 
loi cooler, like a TV or a sluskie mackihe or 
someikihg like ikai. 


Because imagine if all you got oh Christmas was 
a wool sweater. 



Xm sure our GiVihg Tree guy will throw his sweater 
ih the trash, along with +Ke -fen cans of yams we 
sent KiS way during the Xhahksgivihg Food Prive. 


Christmas 

Vlheh X woke uy this morning and weht downstairs, 
there were about a million gifts under the Christmas 
-tree. But wheh X started digging around, there 
were hardly any gifts with my name on them. 



But tAanhy made out like a bahdit. He <jot EVERY 
single tKih^ He circled ih tHe catalog, ho lie. So 
I’ll bet He s ^lad He didht listeh to me. 


fol 



I did fihd a couple tHih^S WitH my hame oh 
tHem, but tHey were mostly kooks ahd socks ahd 
stuff like tHat. 


my ^i fts ih 

coucH , because I doht like opehihg ^ifts hear 
Pad. YfHeheVer someohe o^ehs a <jift, Pad swoons 
ri^vt ih ahd deahS u^> after tHem. 



tHe corner beHihd tHe 





X ^aVe Mon and Pad their gif+S. X ^et then 
•the sane kind o-f thin^ every year, l>ut parents 
eat that stuff up. 



TKe res+ of +he rela+ives s+ar+ed stowing up 
around ll-'OO, and Uncle Charlie came a+ noon. 


Uncle Charlie trougt+ a tig +rast tag -full of 
gi-f+s, and V>e gulled my present ou+ of +Ke +op 
of +Ke tag. 



“TV»e package was +Ke e*ac+ rigt+ size and stape 
+o te a TwiS+ed Vlizard game, so X knew Uncle 
CKarlie came +trougK for me. Mom go+ +Ke camera 


ready and I "tore open my gif+. 





X guess X didht do a good jot of Hiding my 
disappointment, and Mom got mad. All X can sa^ 
is, Xn glad Xm still a kid, because if X Had 
+o act Ha^y about tHe kinds of gi-fts grown-u^s 
get, I dont tHink X cou Id ^ull it off. 







I went up +o my room to take a treat for a 
while. A couple mirvutes later, Pad tracked or> my 
door. He told me he had my gi-ft -for me out ih 
the 2 ara 3 e < at ">d the reason it was ou+ there was 
because it was too bi^ to wrap. 



A*>d wher> X walked dowh to the <jara^e, there 
was a brahd-new weiqht set. 




XV>a+ +hing mus+ have cos+ a for+une. X did*">+ 
h«Ve +he heari +o tell Pad +ha+ X of los+ 
interest in the whole weight-lifting +h<hg when 
the wrestling unit ended las+ week- So X just 
said thanks instead- 


X +V>«V»|c Pad was expecting me to drop down and 
start doing some reps or something, hut X just 
excused myself and went hack inside. 

A+ about 6:00, all the relatives cleared out. 


X was si+ting on the couch watching Manny play 
with Kis toys, -feeling pretty sorry for myself. 
Xhen Mom came up to me and said that she 
found a gift behind the piano with my name on 
;+, and it said. From Santa.’ 




"The to* was way +oo tig for TwiS+ed Vlizard, to+ 
Mon polled +he sane tig to* +rick oh ne las+ 
year w\>eh s^e go+ ne a nenory card for ny 
video game sys+en. 

So X ripped opeh +he package and pulled ou+ ny 
preseh+. Ohly +Kis wash + Twis+ed VJizard, 
ei+Ker. X+ was a ^iah+ red wool swea+er. 



A+ firs+ X +h oogK+ Mon was playihg sone 
kind of prac+ical joke oh ne, tecause +h>s 
swea+er was +He sane kihd we tough+ for our 
Givih^ Xree guy. 


Bu+ Mon seened pre++y cob-fused, +oo. She said 
sKe DID tuy ne a video gane, ahd +ha+ she h«d 
ho idea what +he swea+er was doih^ ih ny to*. 



A*vl tHen X -figured i+ out. X told Mom tHere 

must Have been some Hind of mix-up, and X got 
tHe Givihg Tree guys gi-ft, and He got mine. 



Mom said sHe used tHe same kihd of wrapping 
paper for botH of our gifts, so sHe must've 
written tHe wrong names on tHe tags. 


But tHen Mom said tHat tHis was really a ^ood 
tHing, because tHe Giving Tree guy was probably 
really Happy He got sucH a great gi-ft. 


IT5 A 
CHRISTMAS 
MIRACLE? 



X had +o ex^>laih that you heed a game system 
ahd a TV +o ^>lay Twisted VJiiard, So the game 
was totally useless to Kirn. 



Xveh though my Christmas was hot goihg that 
great, X m sure it was goihg a whole lot worse 
•for the Givihg Tree 



X kihd o-f decided to throw ih the towel -for this 
Christmas, ahd X headed u^> to Rowleys house. 






X fo r<jo+ +o ge+ a gifi for Rowley, so X jus+ 
slapped a tow oh +Ke "L il Co+ie* took 
Rod rick (jaVe me. 

Ahd +Ka+ seemed +o do +Ke +rick. 



Rowleys pareh+s Kave a lo+ of mohey, so X cah 
always couht oh +Ken for a ^ood yft. 

But Rowley said +Ha+ +KiS year Ke picked ou+ ny 
Kir>sel-f. TKeh Ke trougK+ me ou+Side +o sKow 
me wKa+ i+ was. 

from +Ke way Rowley was Kyp‘h<j Kis preseht, X 
+Kou 3 K+ Ke mus+ Kave ^o+teh me a ti^-screeh 
TV or a mo+orcycle or some+Kih^. 
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Bu+ ohce atjaih, X le+ my ho^es <je+ +oo high- 



Rowley me a VJheel. X ^uess X would 
have +hou^h+ +his was a cool aif+ wheh X was ih 
+he ihlrd ^rade, hu+ X have ho idea wha+ X™ 
supposed +o do wi+h ohe how. 


Rowley was so eh+husias+ic ahou+ i+ -that X +r!ed 
my hes+ +o ac+ like X was happy ahyway. 



Vie weh+ hack ihside, ahd Rowley showed me his 
Chris+mas loot. 




He Sure 30+ a lo+ more siu-f-f +hah X did. He 
eVeh <jo+ TwiS+ed Vliiard, so a+ leas+ X cah ^>lay 
i+ wKeh X come u^> to Iv's house. XV>a+ is, uh+il 
Rowleys dad 6hds ou+ how violeh-t i+ is. 

A*^d toy, you have hever seeh someohe as haf>W as 
Rowley wi+h K>s ' L’il Cu+ie took. H*s mom Said i+ 
was +Ke only +hih<j oh his lis+ +Ka+ he didh'i ^e+. 


VJell, Xm ^lad SOMEONE 30+ wha+ they 
wah+ed +oday. 




Hew Year's E-Ve 

Xn case you re wondering wKa+ Xm doing in my room 
a+ XOO p.m. on Hew Years E-Ve, le+ me fill you in. 


E-arier +oday, me and Manny were Korsing around in 
+Ke basement. X found a tiny Hack tall of -thread 
on tKe carpet, and X told Manhy it was a slider. 

XKen X Keld i+ over Kim pretending like X was 
going make Kim eat it. 



RigKt wKen X was about to le+ Manny go, Ke 
slaved my Kand and made me drop tKe tKread. 
And guess wKat? XKat fool swallowed i+. 


GULP 



was 


VJell, Many conpletel^ lost his nlnd. He ra( 
upstairs to where Mon was, arid X knew X 
In big trouble. 

M I 



Many told Mon X nade Kin ea+ a Slider. X 
told her there was no slider, and that It was 
Just a tly ball of thread. 



Many over to 
Xhen she put a seed, a raisin, and a grape on a 
plate and told Many to point to the thing 
that was the closest In slie to the piece 0/ 
thread he swallowed- 


Mon brought 


the kitchen table. 


13 *t 






Then he walked over +o +he re-frigera+or and 
polled oo+ an orange. 



So +ha+s why X 30+ sen+ +0 bed a+ 1:00 and 
Xn> no+ dowhs+airs wa+ching +he Hew Years 
E-Ve special on TV. 


And +ha+s also why my only Hew Years 
resolo+ion is +0 never •play wi+h Manny again. 
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JANUARY 


X found a way to have some fun with the Big VJheel 
Rowley got rne for Christmas. X cane of with this 
game where ore guy rides down the hill arid the 
other guy -tries to knock hin off with a -football. 


Rowley was the first one down the hill/ and X 
was the thrower. 



Xts a lot harder to hit a moving target than X 
thought. Flos, X didn't get a lot of practice. Xt 


took Rowley like ten minutes to walk the Big VJheel 
back of the hill after every trif down. 


136 



be +ke one wko rides ike Big Vlkeel, bvi X m no 
■fool. Xkai iking was ki++ing ikiriy-five miles an 
kour, and i+ didni kave any brakes. 


DO YOU WANT 
TO HAVE A 
TURN NOW? 
.(PANT, PANT) 



NO THANKS. 

I'M NOT AS 
GOOD AS YOU.V 


Anyway, I never did knock Rowley off ike Big 
Vlkeel ioda^. Bvi X gvess X kave some iking io 
work ai over ike resi of Ckrisimas vacaiion. 


T Wsday 

X was keading v^> io Rowleys ioda^ io ^>lav ovr 
Big VJkeel game again, bvi Mom said X kad +o 
fiNsk ry Ckris+mas ikank-yovs before X weni 
ovi anywkere. 



X thought X could just crank out my thank-you 
cards in a half hour, but when it cane to actually 


wn 


i+i>v0 the 


mind went blank. 



Let me tell you, its not t<xsy writing thank-you 
notes for stuff you didnt want in the first ^lace. 


X started with the nonclothes items, because X 
thought they d be easiest. But after -two or 
three cards, X realized X was practically writing 
the sane -thing every -tine. 


So X wrote up a general form on the computer 
with blanks for the things that needed to change. 
VJrrting the cards from there was a breeze. 
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My system worked oot pretty well for the first 
cookie of giifts, but after that, not so much. 


Dear /\unt Loretta, 

Thank you so much for the awesome pants ! 
How did you know I wanted that for Christmas? 

I love the way the pants looks on my legs ! 

All my friends will be so jealous that I have my very own 
pants 

Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever! 

Sincerely, Greg 






X finally knocked Rowley off +He Big VJHeel today, 
but it didn't Happen tHe way X expected. X was 
trying +o Hit Kim in tHe sHoulder, but X missed, 
arid tHe football went under tHe front tire. 



Rowley tried to break His fall by sticking out Kis 
arms, but He landed pretty Hard on Kis left 
Hand. X figured He’d just sHake it off and get 


rigHt back on tHe bike, but He didnt. 


X tried to cHeer Him up, but all tHe jokes tHat 
usually crack Him up werent working. 


ItO 



So X khew He rn/s+ be Hvr+ pre++y bad. 



CHn's+pKis Vaca+ioh is over, arid how were back 
a+ scHool. Ahd you remenber Rowleys Big VJHeel 
accidehi? Vlell, He broke His Hahd, ahd how He Has 
+o wear a cost. Ahd "today, everyohe was crowdihg 
arouhd Hirn like He was a Hero or some+Hihg. 



//!*<*> ////A 



X -tried +o casK ih oh some of Rowleys hew 


^o^ulari-ty, bu+ i+ -totally back/ired. 




At luhcK a buhcK of 31'rls ihvited Rowley over +0 
tK«ir table so tKey could FEED Kim. 


VJKat really ticks me off about tKat is tKat 
Rowley is ngKt-Kahded, ahd its Kis LEFT Kahd 
tK<»t's brokeh. So Ke cah -feed Kimsel-f just fihe. 
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Tuesday 

X realized Rowleys «v>jt»ry thihg is a pretty 
good racket, So X decided It was tine •for me to 
have ah ihjury of my owh. 

X took some gauze fro m home, ahd X wra^ed 
uj> my ha^d to make it look like it was hurt. 


ITS A RAGING 
'INFECTION CAUSED BY 
L A SPUNTER THAT WAS 
LEFT UNTREATED? 




1 couldht -figure out why the girls wereht 
swarmihg me like they swarmed Rowley, hut theh 
X realized what the problem was. 

See, the cast is a great gimmick because everyohe 
wahts to sigh their hame oh it. But it’s hot exactly 
easy to sigh gauze with a ^>eh. 


m 



So X cane up wi+K a soluTiori TbiaT X ThoughT 
was jusT as ^ood. 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO"' 
BE THE FIRST ONE 
TO SIGN MY 
SYMPATHY SHEET? 




XViaT idea was a ToTal busT, Too. My bahda^e did 
ehd up aTTracTihg aTTervtioh from a cookie of 
people, but believe ne, T^ey were hoT The Type 
of people X was goifv^ -for. 


CAN I PEEK 
AT YOUR 
INFECTION? 


GO 

AWAY. 




Last week we Started the -third quarter at 
school, So how X have a whole buhch of hew 


classes. Ohe of the classes X sighed up for is 
Sonethihg called Xhdepehdeht Study. 


X WANTED to si<jh up -for H one E-cohonics 2, 
because X was pretty cjood at Hone E-c 1. 


But beih^ ^ood at sewih^ does hot exactly buy 
you popularity poihts at School. 



Ahyway, this Xhdepehdeht Study thih^ is ah 
experineht they re tryihg out at our School for 
the -first tine. 


"The idea is that the class jets assigned a project, 
and then you have to work on it 
teacher in the room for the whole quarter. 


tojether with ho 


"The catch is that when you’re done, everyone 
in your jroop jets the same jrade. X -found out 
that Ricky fisher is in my class, which could be 
a bij problem. 


Ricky S bij claim to fame is that he II pick the 
jum off the bottom of a desk and chew it if you 
pay him fifty cents. So X dont really have hijh 
hopes for our final jrade. 




"Tuesday 

"Today we jot our Xndependent Study assijnment, 
and juess what it is? Vie have to build a robot. 


At f rst everybody kind of freaked out, because 
we thoujht we were joinj to have to bui Id the 
robot from scratch. 
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But Mr. Parnell told us we dont Have +o build 
an actual robot. Vie just need to come u^> witH 
ideas for wHat our robot migHt loolc like and 
wHat kinds of -things it would be able to do. 


"(Hen He left tHe room, and we were on our own. 
Vie started brainstorming rigHt away. X wrote 
down a buncH of ideas on tHe blackboard. 


+be robot woo Id 


do my homework 
do the d'ShcS 
make my break- 
' fast 

bro5^ teeth 



C-Verybody was pretty impressed w>tH my ideas, 
but it was easy "to cor* u^> witH tHem. All X 
did was wri-te down all tHe tHings X Hate 
doing myself. 


But a couple of tHe girls got u^> to tHe front of 
tHe room, and tHey Had some ideas of tHeir own. 
"(Hey erased my list and drew u^> tHeir own plan. 







"They wanted to invent a robot that would give 
you dating advice and have ten types of lip gloss 
on its -fingertips. 



All us guys thought this was the stupidest idea 
we ever heard. So we ended up splitting into two 
groups, girls and boys. "The boys went to the 
other side of the room while the girls stood 
around talking. 


Mow that we had all the serious workers in one 
place, we got to work. Someone had the idea 
that you can say your name to the robot and it 
can say it back to you. 
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But +hen someone else poin+ed ou+ +ha+ you 
shouldn-f- be able -to use bad words ■for your 
name, because -the robo+ shouldn + be able -to 
curse. So we decided we should come up wi+K a 
liS+ of all +he bad words -the robo+ shouldn't be 
able +o Say. 

Vie came up wi-th all -the regular bad words, birt 
then Ricky Fisher came up wrth +wen-)y more +he 
res-)- of us h<»d never even heard before. 



So Ricky ended up being one of -the mos+ Valuable 
con+ribu+ors on -this project. 


Righ"t before -the bell rang, Mr. Parnell came 
bade in -+he room -to check on our progress. He 
picked up the piece of paper we were wri-ting on 
and read i+ over. 



To make a long story short, Independent Stud' 
is canceled for the rest of -the year. 




VJell, at least it is for us toys. So if the rotots 
in the -future are going around with cherry lio 
gloss for fibers, at least now you know how it 
all got started. 


Thursday 

In school today they had a general assembly and 
showed the movie Its Great to Be Me/ which 
they show us every year. 


The movie is all about how you should be ha 
with who you are and not change anything 
about yourself. 


??/ 




To be konest witk you, T tk<nk tkats a reall 
dumb message to be telling kids, es^eciaiy tke 
ones at my sckool. 



Later oh, tkey made an announcement tkat 
tkere are some openings on tke Sa-fe-ty Patrols, 
and tkat ejot me tkinkin^. 




'can we please 
CROSS TV€ 
^STREET now? > 


' botweve^ 
been standing 
v WERE for an 

V WOUR» > 



* X X 

I d«.„ * Mr. off „ j 

Tl'Z'? 

I lk«gU Mr. Vfcdy „ 0 „,j „. ke „ Jo . 
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Mr. VJinsky said tke openings were -for a special 
assignment. Our school is rigkt next to tke 
elementary school, and tkey’ve got a kalf-day 
kindergarten tkere. 


He wants us to walk tke morning session kids kome 
in tke Middle of tke day. X realized tkat meant 
we would miss twenty minutes of Pre-Algebra. 
Rowley must kaVe figured tkat out, too, because 
ke started to Speak up. But X gave kirn a wicked 
pinck undemeatk tke desk before ke could finisk 



X couldn’t believe my luck. X was getting instant bulk 
protection and a free pass from kalf of Pre-Algebra, 
and X didn’t even kaVe to lift a finger. 




Today was our ■first day as Safe-ty Patrols. Me and 
Rowley don’t technically have Statons like all the 
other Patrols, so that means we dont have to stand 
out in the freezing cold for an hour before school. 

But that didnt sto^> us from coming to the 
cafeteria for the free hot chocolate they hand 
out to the other Patrols before homeroom. 





Xm telling you, Xve got it made With this 
Safety Patrol thing. 

At 12-’15, me arid Rowley left school and walked 
the kindergartners home. "The whole trip ate up 
forty-five minutes, arid there were only twenty 
minutes of Pre-Algebra left when we got back. 


VJalking the kids home was no sweat. But one of 
the kindergartners started to smell a little funny, 
and X think maybe he had an accident in his pants. 


He tried to let me know about it, but X just 
stared straight ahead and kept walking. X’H 
take these kids home, but believe me, X didn't 
sign up for any diaper duty. 
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FEBRUARY 


Ylcdnesday 

"Today i+ snowed -for +he -first iint this winter, 
and school was canceled. VJe were supposed +o 
have a test in Pre-Algebra, and X ve kind of 



X called Rowley and told him to con* over. Me and 
V>in» have been talking about building -the worlds 
biggest snowman for -the ^as+ cookie of years now. 


And when X say the worlds biggest snowman, 
Xm not kidding. Our goal is to get in+o the 
' Guinness Book of VJorld Records. 
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But every time we’ve gotten serious about going 
for the record, all the sr\ow Kas melted, and 


weve missed our window of opportunity. So this 
year, I wanted to get started right away. 


VJhen Rowley came over, we started rolling the 
■first snowball to make the base. I figured the 
base was going to have to be at least eight feet 
tall on its own if we wanted to have a shot at 
breaking the record. But the snowball got real 
heavy, and we had to take a bunch of breaks in 
between rolls so we could catch our breath* 



Purin^ one of our treats , Mon cane outside to 30 


+0 the grocery store , tut our snowtall was tloctin^ 
her car in. So we ^ot a little free lator out of her. 



snowtall until we cooldnt ^>ush it any farther. 


But when we looted tehind us, we saw the ness 






"The snowball had gotten so heavy that it tore 
op all the sod Pad h«d jost laid down this fall. 


X was Hoping it woold snow a few more inches 
and cover op oor tracks, bot jost like that, it 
stopped snowing. 



Oor plan to boild the world s biggest snowman 
was starting to fall apart. So X came op with a 
better id ect for oor snowball. 


E-very time it snows, the kids from Vlhirley 
Street ose oor h'H for sledding, even thoogh this 
isn’t their neighborhood. 
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So tomorrow morning, when the Vlhirley Street 
kids come marching up our hill* me and Rowley are 


going to teach those guys a lesson. 



woke up this morning, the snow was 
already starting to melt. So X told Rowley to 
hurry up and get down to my house. 



Vlhile I was waiting -for Rowley to show op, I 
watched Manny trying to build a snowman out of 
the piddly crumbs of snow that were left over 
from our snowball. 
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X+ was ac-hially kind of pa+he+ic. 



X really couldn + Kel^> doing wha+ X did nex+. 
Un-for+una+ely for me, righ+ a+ +hal momeh+, 
Pad was a+ +Ke -front window. 




Rowley cane by a few nihirtes la+er. X "tf\ou<jK+ Ke 
ni^K+ ac+ually <je+ a kick 00+ of what happened. 



Bu+ X ^uess Ke Kad Kis Kear+ se+ on rolling 
+Ka+ snowball down +Ke Kill, and Ke was really 
nad. But ^e+ +Kis: Rowley was mad a+ ME for 

wK«+ DAD did. 

X +old Rowley Ke was being a big baby, and we 
30+ in a sKoVing ma+cK* RigK+ wKen i+ looked like 
we were going +0 ge+ in an all-00+ figK+, we got 
anbusKed fron +Ke s+ree+. 
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It was a Kit-and-run ky tKe WHiHey Street kids. 


* ** 



A»id if Mrs. Levine, my E-ngl.sK teacHer, was 
there, I’m sore she would have said the whole 
situation was ironic. 


Today at school they announced there s an opening 
■for the cartoonist jot in the school paper. Theres 
only one comic slot, and up until now this kid named 
Bryan Little has keen hogging it all to h»mself. 
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Bryan Has tkis comic called VJacky Pawg," and 
wken it s+ar+ed off, it was actually pretty funny. 

But lately, Bryans teen using ks str.y to kandle 
kis personal business. X guess tkats wky tkey 
gave kin tke axe. 


Wacky Dawg 

Hey, Actually, 
Wacky I hove 
Oawq say something 
somethin' serious on 
FUNNY! m Y T ind 



> IlfJ 


Bryan Little 

Susan Lim, if you are reading this, 
Bryan is very sorry he kissed your 
best friend Rachel behind the 
lockers. He hopes you can find it in 
your heart to forgive him. 


P S Sorry Palmer, 
you still owe Bryon 
„ five dollars, you 
BUM! 


As soon as X keard tke news, X knew X kad to 
try out. "Vlacky Pawg made Bryan Little a 
celetrity at our sckool, and X wanted to get 
on some of tkat kind of -fane. 


X kad a taste o-f wkat its like to te famous at 
my sckool wken X won konoratle mention in tkis 
antismoking contest tkey kad. 
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All X did was -trace a picture -from one of 
Rod nek. s keaW metal magazines, but luckily, no 
one ever -found out. 



Tke kid wKo won first place is named Claris 


Carney. And wkat kind of ticks 
Ckris smokes at least a pack of 


me off is tkat 


cigarettes a 
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Me and Rowley decided to tean up and do a 
cartoon together. So after school today he cane 
over to ny house, and we got to work. 



Vie tanked out a bunch of characters real 
<^uick, but that turned out to be the easy 
part. Vlhen we tried to think up sone jokes, 
we kind of hit a wall. 

X finally cane up with a good solution. 

X nade up a cartoon where the punch line of 
every strip is ' Zoo-Vlee Mana! 

Xhat way we wouldnt get bogged down with having 
to write actual jokes, and we could concentrate on 
the pictures. 
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For first couple of strips, I did the writing 
ah<J drew tKe cKaracters, and Rowley drew the 
boxes around tKe pictures. 



Rowley started con^lainin^ tKat lie didn't Kave 
enoogK to do, so X let Kin write a -few of tKe strips. 
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But +o be honest with youj there was a pretty 
obvious drop in quality once Rowley started doing 
the writing. 



Eventually X got kind of Sick of the "Zoo-Vlee 
Mama idea and X pretty much le+ Rowley take 
over the whole operation. 
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Ahd believe i+ or hot, Rowleys drawing skills 
are worse +hah his wri+ih^ skills. 



I -fold Rowley maybe we should come up wi+h 
some hew ideas, bu+ he Jos+ wah+ed +o keep 
wri+ih^ Zoo-VJee Mamas. Xheh he packed op 
his comics and weh+ home, which was -fine by me. 
X doh + really wah+ +o be par+hered op wi+h a 
kid who doesh’i draw hoses, ahyway. 




A-f+er Rowley left yes-terday, X really 30+ to work 
oh some comics. X came u^> witH tkis character called 
Crei^K+oh the Cretih, and X 30+ oh a roll. 

CREIGHTON THE CRETIN by Gr« 3 Heffley 


HI, MY 

NO IT ISN'T. 

NAME IS 

YOUR NAME IS 

CREIGHTON. 

‘STEWART PID.” 

J 

V 


H 
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Vslhen X 30+ +0 school today, X took ny conics 
to Mr. Xra’s o-f-fice. He's the teacher who runs 
+V>c school newspaper. 


But when X went +0 turn ny strips in, X saw 
that +here was a pile of conics from other kids 
who were 'trying 00+ for the jot. 


Most of then were pretty bad, so X wasnt too 
worried about the conpetition. 








0 he of +he comics was called Pont "Teachers,” 
ahd i+ was wri-Heh by +his hid hamed Bill Tri++. 

Bill is always iv> deieh+ioh, so X ^oess he has a 
bohe +o ^ick wi+h jus+ aboui every ieacher ih -the 
school, ihcludih^ Mr. Xra. 
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So In not +oo worried akout the chances of 
Bills conic yt+in^ ih, either. 



"There were actually one or two decent conics in 
the tin. But I slipped then under a pile of 
paperwork on Mr. Iras desk. 

Hopefully, those ones wont turn up until In 
in h.gh school. 





X really wah+ed +o pick up a copy +o See my 
hame ih prih-t-, ku+ X decided +o jos+ play i+ cool 
■for a while ins+ead. 
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X sa+ at -the end of the lunch table so there 
would be plenty of room for me to start Signing 
autographs /or ry new fairs. But nobody was coming 
over +o -tell me how great ry comic was, and X 
started +o get the ■feeling something was wrong. 


X grabbed a paper and went into the bathroor 
+o check it out. And when X saw ry comic, X 
practically had a heart attack. 



Mr. Xra told me he had made some ' minor 
edits to ry comic. X thought he just meant he 
fixed spelling mistakes and stuff like that, tut 
he totally butchered it. 


Ue comic he ruined was one of my favorite ones, 
too. Xn the original, Creighton the Cretin is taking 
a math test, and he accidentally eats it. And then 
the teacher yells at him for being such a moron. 



By +he -time Mr. Xra was dohe wi+K i+, you 
prac+ically couldh-f reco^ru'z-e 1+ as -t^e sane s+rip. 


Creighlon the Curious Student by Gregory HefTley 





Thanks. Kids, if you want to leant 
more about math, be sure to visit 
Mr. Humphrey during his office 
hours. Or visit the library and 
check out the newly expanded 
Math and Science section! 


So Xm ^>re-Hy sure X wor>+ fee si^hihg au+o^ra^Ks 
ahy+ine SooVt. 


TEACHERS 
. PET? . 




MARCH 


Vledhesday 

Me and Rowley were ehj oy ihg our tio+ cKocola+e 
ih +Ke ca/e+ena wi+ti +tie reS+ of +t»e Pa-trols 
•today, arid there was ah ahhouhcemeht oh the 
loudspeaker. 



Rowley weht dowh to Mr. Vlihskys offitt, ahd 
wheh Rowley came tack -fif+eeh ruhutes later, tie 
looked pre-Hy sh«keh up. 


Appareh+ly Mr. Vlihsky 30+ a call -from a pareht 
who said they withessed Rowley terrorizih^ 
the kihdergar+hers wheh tie was supposed +0 te 
walkih^ them home -from sctiool. Ahd Mr. Vlihsky 



Rowley said Mr. Vlihsky gelled at Kin -for about 
teh mihutes ahd said his actiohs disrespected 



You know, X thihk X mi^ht just khow what this 
is all about. Last week, Rowley had to take a 
cjuiz. durihg -fourth period; so X walked the 
kihder^arthers hone oh my owh. 


Xt had raihed that morhih^, ahd there were a 
lot of worms oh the sidewalk. So X decided to 
have some fuh with the kids. 



ISO 
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X kr\ew X should probably just tell Mr. Vlihsky it 
was me who chased the kids with the worms. But 
X washt ready to set -the record straight just 
yet. X kriew if X confessed, X’d lose my hot 
chocola+e privileges. Arid that right "there was 
eriough to make me keep (juiet for -the -time beiV\g. 

At dihher tor .ght, Mom could -tell somethirg 
was botherirg me, So she came up -to my room 
afterward to talk. 

X told her X was ih a tough Situatioh, ard X 
didrt krow wha-t -to do. 

X 30+ +0 give Mom credit for how she handled 
it. She didrit try to pry arid get all the details. 
AH she said was that X should try to do the 
"right thirig/ because it’s our choices that make 
us who we are. 
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X -figure thats pretty decent advice. But I'n still 
not 100 % Sore what X'n <joing +o <io tonorrow. 


"Hwsday 

Vjell, X was up all nujht tossing and turnihg 
over this Rowley situation , but I finally made 
up ny mind. X decided the ri<jht thin^ to do 
was +o just let Rowley take one for the team 
this tine around. 



On the way home from school, X cane clean with 
Rowley and told Km -the whole truth about what 
happened, and how it was ne who chased the 
Icids with the worns. 
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XKen X told Kim tKere were lessons we could 
botK learn -from tKis. I told Kim I learned to be 
more careful about wK«t X do in front of Mrs. 
Xrvines Kouse, and tKat Ke learned a Valuable 
lesson, too, wKicK is +Kis* Be careful about wKo 
you lend your coat to. 


I GUESS THIS HAS 
BEEN A LEARNING 
EXPERIENCE FOR 
BOTH OF US! 



cC^> 


'Xo be Konest witK you. My Message didnt seeM 
to be getting tKroogK to Rowley. 

Vie were su^osed to Kan^ out after scKool 
today, but Ke said Ke was just jo*nj to jo Kone 
and take a na^>. 


X couldnt really blaMe Kim. Because if X didnt 
KaVe My Kot cKocolate tKis Morning, X wouldnt 
Kave K«d mucK energy, eitKer. 



VlKeh X 00+ hone, Mon was wai+i>\0 for me a+ 
+He frofti door. 



Mon +ook ne out +o 0t+ sone ice ere an as a special 
-(rea+. Arid wha+ +his whole episode has +au0h+ ne 
is +ha+ ever^ ohee ih a while, iVs no+ such a bad 
idea +o lis+eh +o your no+her. 



185 



T^S<jay 

"There was another announcement on the loudspeaker 
tod ay j and to be honest with you, X kind of 
■figured this one was coming. 



X knew it was just a matter of time befiore X 
got busted for 

Vihen X got to Mr. Vlinskys office, he was 
really mad. Mr. Vlinsky told me that an 
anonymous source had informed him that X 
was the real culprit In the worm-chasing incident. 


wha+ happened last week. 


Xhen he told me X was relieved of ry Safety 
Patrol du+ies effective immediately. ’ 
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Vlell, i+ doesn'+ +ake a de+ec+ive +o fgure ou+ 
•+Ha+ +he anonymous source was Rowley. 


X can + believe Rowley wen+ and backs+abbed 
me like +k>a+. VlKile X was Si+tiVi^ +Kere ^e+ting 



La+er on +oday, Rowley 30+ rejViS+a+ed as a Pa+rol. 

Arid ^e+ - 4 \iS- He ac+ually ^0+ a PROMOTION. 
Mr. VJinsky said Rowley had exKibi+ed di^ni-ty 
under -false suspicion. 




X +kougk+ akoui really le-H-ing Rowley kave i+ 
for ra-Hing me ou+ like +k«+, ku+ +ken X 
realiied some+king. 


Xn June, all +ke officers in ike Safety Pa+rols 
go on a +rip +o Si* Flags, and +key ge+ +o +ake 
along one -friend. X need +o make sure Rowley 

I -f-* I . ' 


knows Xm Kis 


37- 



Tuesd ay 

Like X said fce/ore, +ke wors+ pari of ge-Hing 
kicked off Safety Pa-trols is losing your ko+ 
ckocola+e privileges. 


E-very morning, X go +0 +ke tack door o-f +ke 
ca-fe+eria so Rowley can Kook me up. 
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E-Ven +Koo 3 K Rowley has teen a total Jerk lately, 
X tried +o treat the ice with Kirn today, anyway. 
But even THAT didn't seen to work. 



18 *? 





APRIL 



E-Ver since the worn incident, Rowley has teen 
hanging out with Collin Lee every day after school. 
Vlhat really stinks is that Collin is supposed to 
te MY backup friend. 


"Those guys are acting -totally ridiculous. "Today, 
Rowley and Collin were wearing these mate King 
T-shirts, and it made me just about want to Vomit. 



After dinner tonight, T saw Rowley and Collin 
walking up the hill together, chumming it up. 
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Collin h“d his overnight bag, so X knew they 

at Rowleys. 

And I thought, VJell, two can ■play at THAT 
game. Xhe best way to get back at Rowley was 
+o get a new best -friend of my own. But 
unfortunately, the only person who came to mind 
right at that moment was Fregley. 

X went up -to Fregley s with my overnight bag so 
Rowley could see X had other friend options, too. 


were going +o do a sleepoVer 


Vlhen X 30+ there, Fregley was in his front 
yard stabbing a kite with a stick. Xhats when 
X started to think maybe this wasn’t the best 
idea after all. 





Bot Rowley was in Ks front yard, and Ke was 
watcKing me. So X knew there was no tomin^ tack. 

X invited myself into Fre^ley’s house. His mom said 
she was excited to see Xre^ley with a playmate,' 
which was a term X was not too enthusiastic atout. 




Me and fre^ley went upstairs to his room. 
Fre^ley +ried to ^et me to ^>lay Xwister with 
Kim, so X made sore X stayed ten feet away 
■from Kim a+ all times. 

X decided that X sKoold just -poll the ^>lu<j on 
this stupid idea and 30 Kome. But every time X 
looked 00+ the window, Rowley and Collin were 
still in Rowley's front yard- 



X didn + want +o leave until those guys went back 
inside. But things started to get out of hand with 
Fregley pretty c^uckly. Vlhen X was looking out the 
window, Fregley broke in+o my backpack and ate the 
whole bag of jelly beans X Kad in -there. 

Fregley s one of these kids whos not supposed 
+o eat any sugar, so two minutes later, he was 
bouncng off the walls. 



Fregley started acting like a total maniac, and 
he chased me all around his upstairs. 

X kept -thinking he was going to come down off 
of his sugar high, but he didnt. Eventually, X 
locked myself in his bathroom to wait him out. 





A<"oohd 11-30, i+ go+ ^oie+ oo+ in +Ke Kaliway 
XKa+’s wKeh Fre^ley sliced a ^>iece o-f ^>a^er 
under +Ke door. 



X picked i+ up and read rh 


m 


])eor Gregory, 

X V> very sorry X 
chased y°° wi'+h a 
boomer on my finger. 

Here, I f u+ i+ on 
+his p a per so you 
can 0e+ me back. 

->0 



Xha+s +he las+ thing X remember before X 
blacked out. 

X car>e +o my senses a -few hours later. After X 
woke up, X cracked the door open, and X heard 
snoring corning -from Fregleys room. So X decided 
+o make a run for i+. 


Mom and Pad were not happy with me for getting 
them out of bed at 2-'00 in the morning. But by 
that point, X could really care less. 





and Rowley Have officially teen ex-friends 
■for atout a mon+H now, and +o te Honest witH 
you, X pi tetter off witHout Him. 

X'm glad X can just do wHa+eVer X want wi tHout 
Having +0 worry atout carrying all tHat dead 
weigHt around. 



La+ely X've teen Hanging 00 + in Rodricks room 
after scHool and going tHrougH His stuff. XHe otHer 
day, X found one of His middle scHool yeartooks. 



Rodrick wrote on everytodys picture in His 
yeartook, so you can tell How He fel+ atout all 
-tHe kids in His grade. 
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C-Very once iV\ a wlvle, X see Rod neks old class riates 
around town. And X Kave to remember to tHank 
Rodrick for making church a lot more interesting. 



But t|se page in Rodricks yearbook thats 
really interesting is the Class favorites page. 


Xhat’s wKere they pot pictures of tKe kids who 
get Voted Most Popular and Most Xalented and 







Rodrick wrote oh kis Class Favorites pa^e, too. 


MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED 



Bill Watson Kathy Nguyen 


You khow, tk>s Class Favorites tk'hg kas really 
<^ot my ^ears turhih^. 


If you cah <jet yourself Voted ohto tke Class 
Favorites pa^e, you’re practically ah immortal. 
Fveh if you doht live up to wkat you ^ot 
picked for, it doesh’t really matter, because it’s 
oh permaheht record. 


People still treat Bill VJatsoh like kes sometkihg 
special, eveh tkougk ke ehded up droppihg out of 
ki^k sckool. 



Vie still ruh ihto Kim at +Ke Food Barr* ever- 
ohce ih a wKile. 



So Keres wK«+ X’m tKihJcihg: TKis scKool year 
Kas beeh kihd of a bust, but if X car* ^et Voted 
as a Class Favorite, Xll go out oh a KigK ho+e. 


Xve beeh tryihg to tKlhk of a category X Kave 
a sKot at. Most Popular ahd Most A+Kletic are 
de/ihitely out, So X'm golhg to K«Ve to Khd 
SometKlhg tKats a little bit more ih reacK- 


At 6rst X tKougKt maybe X should wear reall' 
hice clotKes for tKe rest of tKe year so X cah 
get Best Pressed. 



But that would rvean X would have +o get rv 
picture taken with Jenna Stewart, and she 
dresses like a Pilgrim. 



X+s not like X r> known -for being real funny at 
school or anything, hut if X can pull off one big 


^>rank right before Voting, that could do it. 







MAY 


Xhursday 

joday X was trying to figure out how X was 
going +o sneak a thumbtack onto Mr. VJorths 
chair in H'S+ory when he said something that 
made me rethink my plan. 


Mr. Vlorth told us he has a dentists appointment 
tomorrow, so were going to have a substitute. 

Subs are like comic gold- You can say just about 
anything you want, and you cant get in trouble. 


GREG HEFFLEY, 
WILL YOU PLEASE 
,D0 THIS PROBLEM? 

DC 


(EXCUSE ME?) 

WELL, I WARDLY 
-THINK TUATS... 




YOUR MAMA? 


YOUR BIG 
FANNY GRANNY.', 

zone 

YOUR SLAP- 
HAPPY 

grandpappy; 






Of all +he people ih +he world +o be our Sob 
"todayj i+ was Mom. X +hoogh+ Moms days of 
^e++ih<j ihvolved a+ my School were over. 


She oSed +o be ohe of +hoSe pareh+S who came 
ih +o help oo+ ih +he classroom. Bo+ +ha+ all 
changed af+er Mom voloh+eered +o be a 
chaperohe for our -field +rip +o +he zoo wheh 
X was ih +hird ^rade. 


Mon had prepared all sort's of material to Kelp us 
kids appreciate the different exhibits, but all 
ary one wanted to do was watch the animals go 
to the bathroom. 



Anyway, Mom totally foiled my plan to win Class 
Clown. X m just lucky there s not a category 
called Biggest Mamas Boy, because after today, 
I'd win that one in a landslide. 
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"The school paper came ou+ again -today. X <^uit 
my jot as school cartoonist after Creighton the 
Curious Student’ came out, and X didn't really 
care who they picked to replace me. 

But everyone was laughing at the comics page at 
lunch, so X picked up a copy to see what was so 
■funny. Arid when X opened i+ up, X couldmt 
telieve my eyes. 


, t , 



X+ was "Zoo-Vlee Mama. Arid of course Mr. Xra 
didn’t change a single WORD of Rowley’s strip. 


Zoo-Wee Mama 


by Rowley Jefferson 






So how Rowleys 2 e ++' h 3 “II +be was 

supposed +o be mht. 


PUT 





So X wen+ uf> +o Rowley a-f+er school and +old 
Kim +ha+’s wtia+ Ke was gohha have +o do. Bu+ 
Rowley said "Zoo-VJee Mama” was all HIS idea 
arid +na+ X didn + have any+hing +o do w.+h if. 


X guess we mus+ve teen talking pretty loud, 
tecause the next thing you knew, we attracted 
a crowd- 
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4+ PV 

see a figk+. Me and Rowley -tried to walk away, 
but tkose guys werent going +o le+ us go until 
tkey saw us tkrow some punckes. 


sckool are ALWAYS itcking to 


Ike kids 


X ve never teen in a real -figkt before, so X didnt 
know kow X was supposed +o stand or kold my 
fists or anytking. And you could tell Rowley 
didn+ know wkat ke was doing eitker, because ke 
just started prancing around like a lepreckaun. 



X was pre-Hy sure X could take Rowley in a 
figkt, but +ke tking tkat made me nervous was 
tke fact +ka+ Rowley takes karate. X dont know 
wkat kind of kocus-pocus +key +eack in Rowleys 
karate classes, bu+ +ke last iking X needed was 


■for kim +o lay me out rigkt tkere on tke black+op. 
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Before me or Rowley made a move, tKere was a 
screecKing sound in -tKe school parking lot. A 
buncK of -teenagers Kad stored tKeir pickup 
truck, and tKey started piling out. 


X was Just Kappy tKat everyoi-ves attention was 
on tKe teenagers instead of me and Rowley. But 
all tKe o+her kids took off wKen tKe teenagers 
started Keading our way. 



And then X realized tKat tKese teenagers 
looked awfully -familiar. 


XKat's wKen it Kit me. XKese were tKe same 
guys wKo cKased me and Rowley around on 
Halloween nigKt, and tKey Kad finally caugKt up 
witK us. 
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Bu+ be-fore we could make a run for i+, we bad our 
arms ginned behind our backs. 


"Those guys wan+ed +o +each us a lesson for 
+aun+ing +hem on Halloween nigh+, and +hey 
s+ar+ed arguing over wha+ -they should do wl+h us. 



But +o be hones+ wi+h you, I was more concerned 
abou+ something else. "The Cheese was only a few 
fee+ from where we were s+anding on -the black "toy, 
and i+ was looking nas+ier +han ever. 
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"The bi^ teenager must have caught my eye, 
because the next thin^ X knew, he was looking 
a+ the Cheese, too. And X ^uess that ^ave him 
+he idea he was looking for. 

Rowley ^ot singled out firs+. "The bi^ kid grabbed 
Rowley and dragged him over +o +he Cheese. 

Nlow, X don+ want to say exactly what ha^ened 
next. Because if Rowley ever -fries to run for 
President and someone finds out what these ^uys 
made him do, he wont have a chance. 


So X II ^>u+ it to you this way." "They made Rowley 
the Cheese. 




X knew +Ke^/ were gonna moke me do it, too. X 
started to f>anic, because X knew X wasnt going 
way out of tkiis situation. 



So X did some fast talking instead. 
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X goess '^ ie teenagers were satisfied they had 
made their ^>oint, tecaose after they made 
Rowley finish off the rest of the Cheese, the' 
let os go. Xhey got tack in their trock and 
took off down the road. 


Me ar»d Rowley walked home together. But neither 
one of os really said anything on the way tack. 


X thooght atoot mentioning to Rowley that 
mayte he coold have polled oot a cookie of his 
karate moves tack there, tot something told me 
to hold off on that thooght for right now. 


SHUone* 

SHOODer 










A couple of +he gu^s who were arguihg over wha+ 
happened +o -the Cheese were +h* sane ohes who 
were egglhg ne and Rowley oh ^es+erday af+erhooh. 
So X khew i+ wash + goihg fo t>e lohg before 
soneohe put +wo ahd two toge+her ahd figured out 
+ha+ we nus+ have had Sone-frhihg +o do wi+h l+. 


Rowley was s+ar+ih<j +o pahic, ahd X doh + 
blane hin, el+her. Xf +he +ru+h ever cane out 
aboui how the Cheese disappeared, Rowley would 
be fihished. Hed have +o nove ou+ of +he s+a+e, 
ahd na^be eveh +he couh+ry. 




XVtat’s when X decided to speak up. 


X told everyone that X knew what happened to 
the Cheese. X said X was sick of it being on the 
blacktop, and X just decided to get rid of it once 
and for all. 


For a second there, everyone just froit. X 
thought people were going to start thanking me 
for what X did, but boy, was X wrong. 


X really wish X had worded my story a little 
differently. Because if X threw away the Cheese, 
guess what that meant? X+ meant that X have 
the Cheese X>uch. 




JUNE 


Fr.day 

Vlell, if Rowley appreciated wKat X did for Kin 
Iasi week, Ke Kasn’t Said it. But we’ve started 
Kah^ihg out after ScKool a^aih, So X ^oeSS tKat 
means me and K in are back to normal. 



X cah Konestly Say tKat so -far, KaVih^ tKe 
CKeese 'loocK Kasn’t keeh all tKat kad. 


Xt got me out of doing tKe Square Pahce unit 
ih PKys E-d, kecause ho one would partner up 
witK me. A^d Xve Kad tKe wKole luncK takle to 
myself every day. 


X>day was tKe las+ day of scKool, and tKe' 
Kahded out yearkooks after e,gKtK period. 
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X +o +Ke Class FaVori+es pa^e, and 

kere’s ike picture ikai was waiting for me. 

CLASS CLOWN 



Rowley Jefferson 

An X can say is, if anyone wants a free yearbook, 
tkey can dig one ovt of tke -trask can in tke 
back of tke cafeteria. 

You know, Rowley can kave Class Clown for all X 
care. But if ke ever gets too big for kis bntekes, 
XII just remind kim tkat ke was tke guy wko ate 
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Being a kid can really itink. And no on* knowi this bettor 
than Greg Heffley, who find* himself thrust Into middle 
school, where undersiied weaklings share the hallways 
with kids who are taller, meaner, and already shaving. 

In Diary of a Wimpy Kid. author and illustrator Jeff Kinney 
introduces us to an unlikely hero. As Greg says in his diaryi 


Just doht expect me to be oil "Pear Piary ” i 
+K.S and Pear Piarv ' 


+Ha+. 


Luckily for us, what Greg Meffley says he won't do and 
what he actually does are two very different things. 
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